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THE SOVLE SOVN- 


DING TO IVDGE- 
MENT. 


By Henry Smith, 


Eccleſiaſtes, 11. Chap.g.verſe, 
The text, 


Re oyce O young man in thy youth : and let thy hart be mery in 
thy you g dayes : follow the wa)es of thine owne hart, and 
tle luſtes of thme eyes : But remember for all theſe thinges 
thou muſt c.m: to indgement. 


) Henl ſhould haue prea- 


ched vnderthe crofle, / muſed what 
D þ texrtotakeinhand topleaſe all,and 
' to keepe my ſelfe outofdaunger 7 
9 and mufing, I could not finde anie 
F-1 textinthe ſcripture that did not re- 
x 27 AY prooue ſinne, ynlefle it were in the 
_—_— , Which is not of the 
ſcripture : this text bids them that be voluptuous, be yolup= 
euous {till ; let them that be yaine glorious, be vaine glorious 
Rill : let them that be couctous, be couetous ſill; let them 
that be drunkards, be drunkards ftill ; letthem that be ſwea- 
rers, be {wearers fill ; letthem that be wantons, be wantons 
Rill: lerthem that be careles prelates,be cardles (til; let _ 
A. its. 


The trumpet of the Soule 


that be vſurers,be vſurers fil:bur faith Saloms, Remember thy 
end,thatthou ſhalt be called to ud. emetat at the laſt for all toge- 
they. This is the counſel of Saloms che wiſelt chen living: what 
a counſell 1s this for a wiſe man, ſuch a one as was Salomon? 

In the beginning of his bcol.e he ſaith, All is vanitie, and 
mthe cnd hefaith, Feare God ard keepe 1 is commair deme- ts, 
inthe 12 Chapterhe ſaith, Repember rhy maker in the dayes 


of thy youth: But heere hee laith, Ariozce O young man in | 
tqy yourh Here hee ſpeaketh like an epicure, which faith, 


Fate, drinke, and be merry : here he counſels, and here hee 
mockes; yet not afierthe manner of icorners, although they 
deſcruedir in ſhewingtheir fooliſhnes, as itis inthe firft of 
the Proucrbes, He lzwgh.d.-rihewickedin deriſion: As inthe 
2 Plalme, God iceing vs follow our owne wayes, For when 
he bids vs pray, we play : and when hee bids vsrunne. we 
land fill and when ke bids vs faſt, wefealt : and ſend for 
vaniticsto make ys{port : then hc laughesat our deftiuRtion, 
Therefore when Salomon giucth a ſharpe repcofe, and ma- 
keth you aſhamed in a word, he ſcofhngly bids you Coe it a- 
gaine, like a Schoolemafter which beatcth his Scholler for 
playing the truar:t, hee biddeth him play the trvant againe. 
O this isthe birtereſt reproofe of all, Bur leaſt any Libertine 
ſhould miſconlter Salomon, and fay that he bids vs be merry 
and make much of our ſclues,therctore hc ſhuttethit vp with 
a warchword, and ſettcth a bridle before his lips, and repro- 
uerhit as hee ſpeaketh it before hee goeth any further, and 
faith, But remember th.it for all theſe thnge', thou muſt come 
ts indzement. Burif wee will vnderſtand his meaning, hee 
meaneth when hce ſaith , Reioyce, O young man, Re- 
_ young manin thy youth, and when he ſaith, Letth 
art cheere thee, ler thy finnes greeue thee : for he m——_ 
other-wiſe thenhe ſpeaketh : he ſpeaketh lite Michai inthe 
booke ofKings 2, chap. Go vp ard prefer, or like as Eze- 
chiel, Go vp a+-d ſerue other gods, or as Saint lohn ſpeaketh 
in the Reuclation, Le: them that bee wicked, be micled ſtill, 


th Salomon, When thou art in thy plea- 
: lures 
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Sounding to indgement. 


ſuresflaunting in the ficldes, and in thy braue ruffes and as 
mongtt thy louers, with thy ſmiling laokes,thy wanton ralke 
2nd merry icftes, withthy pleaſant games andloft'e lookes; 
Remember f rallt heſe [ Onges thou ſh.1lt come ta ndgement, 
Whileſt the cheete ſtcaleth, the hempe groweth, andthe 
hookets couercd withinthc baite; we fit downe to eate,and 
riſe vp to play, and from playe to (leepe, and a hundreth 
yeeresis countcd litcle enoughto (1n in;buthow many finnes 
thou haſt ſer on the ſcore, fo many kindes of puniſhments 
ſhall be provided for thee : How many yeeres of pleaſure 
thou halt taken, ſo many yeeresof paine ; how many drams 
of delight, ſomany poundes of dolor : when iniquitie hath 
plaid her parte,v< ngeanceleapes vponthe ſtage : the come- 
die is ſhort. but the tragedie 1s lorger 3 the blacke guarde 
(hall artend vpon you, you ſhall cate at thetab!c of forrowe, 
and the crowne of death ſhall be ypon your heads, mame 
oliftering faces looking on you, and this is the feare of ſin- 
ners: when che deuill hath cntiſed them to (inne, hee preſu« 
methlike che olde Prophetinthe booke ot Kings, who when 
hehadentiſedthe yong Prophet contrary tothe commaun- 
demertof God, toturne home with him and to eateand 
drinke, he curſed him for his labour, becauſe hee difobeyed 
the commaundcment of the Lord, and {oa Lyon deuoured 
him by the way. Thefxliſh virgins thinkethac theiroyle wil 
neuer be ſpent: ſo Dina ſtragled abroad, whileſt ſhe wasde- 
floured : what a thing is thisto ſay reioyce, and thenrepent? 
whata blan\e to ſay, take thy pleaſure, and then thou ſhalt 
come to iudgement? It is as if he ſhould ſay,ſteale & be han- 
ged,ſteale & thou dareſt, ſtrangle fin inthy cradle.torallthe 
wiſcdome in the world will not helptheeclſc: bucthouſhale 
bee in admiration like dreamers which dreame ftrange 
things, and knowe not how they come, He faith, Remember 
indgement: ithou rememberalwayes, then thou ſhalt haue 
little liſtro ſinne: if thou remember this,then thou ſhalt haue 
little lift«o fa downe to the diuell, though hee would giue 


thee all the world, and the glory thereof, Salomon faith, 
A.iti, the 


T he trumpet of the ſoule 


the weede groweth from a weede toa cockle, from a cockle 
to a bramble, from a bramble to a bricr, from a briertoa 
thorne: Lying breedes periurie, periury breedes hautines of 
hart:haughtines ofhart breeds contempt: contempt breedes 
ubſtinacie and brings forthmuch cuill. And thisis the whole 
progrefle of finne, he groweth froma lyarto a theete, from 
athcefe to a murtherer, and neuer leaueth yntill hee haue 
ſearched all the roomes in hell, and yet he is neuer ſatisfied, 
the more he ſinneth, the more he ſcarcheth to finne; when 
he hath deceiued, nay he hath not deceivedthee : afſoone as 
he haththat he defireth,he hath notthat he defireth; whe he 
hath left fighting, hee goethto fighting againe: yetalirtle 
and alittle more, and ſo wee flitfrom one f1nne to another, 
While | preach, you heare iniquitie ingender within you, 
and will breake forth as ſoone as you are gone. So Chriſt 
wept, /eruſalcmlaughed; Adam brake one, and webrake 
ren, like children which laugh and crye, ſo as if wee kepta 
ſhop of vices, now this finne, and then that, from one ſinne 
to another, O remember thy end, ſaith Salomon,andt! at thou 
wſt come to 14d;ement. What ſhall become of them that 
haue triedchem moſt?be condemned moſt; &ei-yce O young 
manin thy yourh. Butif thou marke Salomonyhe harpes vp- 
on oneſtring , he doubles it agzine andagaine, toſhewe vs 
thinges ofhis owffe experience, becauſe we are ſoforgerfull 
thereof in our ſelues, like the dreamer that forgettcth his 
dreame, and the ſwearer his ſwearing, So wee beg of euery 
yncleane ſpirit, vntill wee haue bumbaſtcd our os vpto 
thethroar, filling euery corner of ourhartes with allvnclean- 
nes, aud then we are like the dogge that commethout of 
the finck, and maketh euery one as foule a5 himſelfe; there- 
fore ſaith Salomon, If any one wil learne the way to hell, let 
him take his pleaſure Methinks /ſee the dialogue berweene 
the fleſh and the ſpirit,the worlt fpeakerth firſt and the fleth 
ſairh, Soule, take thine caſe, cate, arinke, and goe braue, lye 
ſoft, what elſe ſhould you doe but take your pleaſure, thou 
knoweſt what a pleaſanc fellow I hauc bene vntothee, thou 

knoweſt 
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ſounding to tudgement. 
knoweſt what dilighe thou halt had by my meanes: but the 
Soule commethin,burdened with that which hath bene ſpo- 
ken before,and faith,I pray thee remember iudgement,thou 
muſt giue account for all theſe thinges, for ynlefſe you re- 
pent, you ſhall ſurely periſh; nofaich the fleſh, Talke not of 
ſuch graue matters, but tellme of fine matters, of loft beds 
and pleaſant things, and talke me of braue paſtimes, Apes, 
Beares, and Puppits, for I tell thee the forbidden fruite is 
ſweeteſt ofallfruites, for I doe not like of your telling mce 
ofiudgement 2 but take thou thy iewels, thy infirument, 
andall the ſtringes of yanitie will ſtrike at once, forthefleſh 
louesto be braue, and tread ypon corkes, it cannot tell of 
what faſhionto be of, and yetto be ofthe new faſhion. 
Reioyce O young man in thy youth, 

O this goes braue, for while wickednes hath caſt his rubs, 
and vengeance caſtes hisſpurres and hisfoote, andthusſhe 
reeles and now ſhee tumbles, and then ſhe falles, theretore 
this progrelle is ended. 

Pleaſure is bur a ſpurre, riches but a thorne, glory but a 
blaſt,beavtic but a lowre,finne is bur an hypocri:e,honiein 
thy mouth, and poyſon in thy ſRtomacke ; therefore let vs 
come againe and aske of Salomon in good ſooth, whether 
hemeaneth in good carneſt, when he ſpake theſe wordes, 
O ( faith Salomon) it is the beſt life in the world to goe brane, 
lie ſoft, and line merilie, if there were no indgement. But this 
iudgement marsall, ic is like a dampe that puts out all the 
light,andlike a boxe that marceth allthe ointment; forifthis 
berrue, wehaus ſpunne a faire threed, that wee mult an- 
ſwere forall, that arenot ableto auſwere for one : why Sa» 
lomon maketh vs fo-les,and giueth vs gawdesto play with- 
all; whatthen, ſhall wenotreioyce at all? yes,thereisa god- 
ly mirth an4 ifwe could hit on it, which is called,Bee metric 
and wile : Sara laughed, and was reprooued : Abraham 
laughed, and was not reprooued, And thus much for the 
firſt part. 


But remensb.r that for all theſe thinges thou ſpalt comets 
| A.iit, ind ement, 


| 


T he trumpet of the ſoule 
indeement. 

1 his verſe is as it were a dialogue betwixt the fleth and 
the ſpirite, asthe two counſellers : the worlt is firſt, and the 
fleſh ſpeaketh proudlie, but the ſpirit comes in burdened 
with that which hath bene ſpoken. The fleſh gocth laugh- 
ing & linging to hell,bur the ſpirit caſterh rubs jn his way,& 
purshim in minde of judgement, that for all thele'rhinges 
now endsreioyce, and heere comes in bur; if this but were 
not, wee mightreioyce (till, if young men mult for all the 
ſpores of youth, what then ſhall old men doe, being as they 
arenow ? ſurely if Salomon liued to fee our olde men live 
now, as heere he ſaith of young men,ſohigi as finne rageth, 
yet vengeance fits aboue it, as high as high Babcl, Mce 
thinkes / ſce a ſword hang inthe aireby atwine tkreed, and 
all the ſonnes of men labour to burſt it in ſunder, There is a 
placein hell where the couetous Judge fitteth, the greedie 
Lawier, the griping Landlord, the careles Biſhops, the luſtic 
youth, the wanton dames, the thcefe, the robbers of the 
common-wealth, they arc puniſhed in this life becauſe they 
eucrſmn as long as they could, while mercie was offered vnto 
them, therefore becauſe they would not bee wafhed, they 
ſhall be drowned, Now put together reioyce and remem- 
ber : thou haſt learnedto be mery, now learneto bee wile; 
now therefore turne ouera newleafe, and take anew leſſon; 
fornow Salomon mocketh not as he did before, therefore a 
checke tothy ruffes, achecke to thy cuffes, achecke to thy 
robes,achecketothy golde,acheckeroyourriches,achecke 
toyour beautie, achecke to your mucke, a checke to your 

raues 2 wo from aboue, wo from below, wo to all the 
fin es of yanitic ; doc{t thou not now maruell that thou 
hadſt not a feeling of finne # for now thou ſeeſt Salomon 
ſaith true, thine owne hart can tell that itis wicked, butit 
cannot amend: therefore it is high time to amend: as Na« 
than commethtoDauid afrerBelzebub, ſocommeth accu- 
ſing conſcienceafterſinne. Me thiokesthateuery one ſhould 


haue a fecling of funne, though this day be like yeſterday, 
an 
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and to morrow like to da y, yet one day will come for all, 
and then woe, woe, woe, and nothing but darkenes: and 
though God came not to Adam ymill theeuening, yer hee 

came: although the fire came not ypon Sodom vntill the 

cucning , yet1t came and fo comes the Iudge although he 

be nor yet come, though he haue leaden feete, hee hathiron 
handes:the arrow ſtaicthandis nor yetfallen,ſo is his wrath: 
the pit isdigged, the fire kindled, and all thinges are made 
readie and prepared againſtthat day, unely the ſmall fen- 
tence is tocome, which will not long carne. You may not 
thinke tobe like to the theefe that ſicaleth and is not 7 
nothing can be hid from him, and the ludge followeth thee 
at the heeles; and therefore whatſocuer thou art looke about 
thee, and doe nothing burthat thou wouldeſt doe openly, 
forall thinges are opened vnto him ; Sara may not thinke to 
laugh and not be ſcene; :cheza may not thinke tolie and 
not bee knowne : they that will not come tothe banquer, 
muſi ſtand at the doore. What, doe you thinke that God 
dooth not remember our ſinnes which we doe not regarde? 
for while wee finne, the ſcore runson, and the Judge ferteth 
downe all inthe table of remembrance, and his ſcrole rea- 
cheth vp to heauen. 

Itemforlendingto Vſury. Item for racking ofrents /tem, 
for deceiving thy brethren, Item, for falſhood in wares, I« 
tem, for ſtarching thy ruffes. Item, for curling thy haire, 1. 
tem, for painting thy face. Item, for ſelling of benefices. 1- 
tem, for ſtaruing of loules. Item, for playing at cardes, Item, 
for ſleeping in ; Church.Item.for prophaning the Sabboth 
day. With a number more hathGod to call roaccount, for 
euery one mult anſwere for himſelfe, The fornicator for ta- 
king of filthie pleaſure, O ſonne, remember thou haſttaken 
thy pleaſure, take thy puniſhment. The carel:s Prelate, for 
murthering ſo many thouſand Soules. The Landlord for 
getting money from his poore Tenants by n— his 
rentes: ſee the reſt, all they ſhall come like a very theepe, 
when the Trumpe ſhall ſound,and the heauen and earth ſhal 
come to iudgement againſitthem : when the heauens ſhall 
5 _— yaniſh 


The trumpet of the Soule 


yaniſh like a ſcrole, andthe earth ſhall conſure like fire, and 
all the creatures ſtanding againſt them : The rockes ſhall 
cleaue a ſunder, and the mountaines ſhake, and the founda-» 
tion of the earth ſhall tremble, and they ſhall fay to the 
mountaines, couer vs, fall ypon vs and hide vs from the pre= 
ſenceofhisanger and wrath, whome wee haue not cared for 
to offend : but they ſhalnot be covered & hid; bur then they 
ſhall goe the blacke way, tothe ſnakes and ſerpents, to bee 
tormented of deuils for euer: O paine ynſpeakeable ! and 
yet the more Iexpreſſe it, the more horrivleit is, when you 
thinke of a torment paſſing all rorments, and yer a torment 
paſſing all char: yerthis torment is greater then thera, and 
paſſingthem all, | 

Imagine you ſee a ſinner going to hell, and his ſomner 
oape at him, his acquaintance looke at him, the Angels 
{houte at him, and the Saintes laugh at him, and the deuils 
raile at him, and many looke himintbe face : and they that 
faid they wouldliue and dye with him, forſake him, & leaue 
him to pay all the ſcores. Then ludas would reftore his 
bribes. Eſau woulde caſt vp his pottage. Achan would caſt 
downe his golde, and Gehezi would refuſe his giftes. Na- 
buchadnezzar would be humbler. Balam would bee faith- 
full, and the Prodigallſonne would be tame, 
 MethinkesIſee Achanrunning about, where ſhallI hide 
my goldethatI haue ſtolne, that it might not bee ſeene nor 
Rand to appeare for a witnes againſtme? 

And Iudas running to thehigh Prieſtes,faying : hold,take 
againe your money, I willnone ofit, I haue a". the in- 
nocent bloud. 

And Eſaucrying for the bleſſing when it is too late, ha- 
uing ſold his birth-rightfor a meſle ofportage, 

Woe, woc,woe,that cuer we were borne. O'where isthat 
Diues that would belecue this, before he felt the fire in hell, 
or that would belecue the pooreft Lazarus in the worlde, 
to bee better then himſelfe, Li that dreadfull day come 
when they cannot helpe it, if they would never 7 frine, 
when repentance istoo late? Herod ſhallthen wiſh that he 


were 
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were Iohn Baptiſt. Pharaoh would wiſhe that hee were 
Moſes, and Saul would wiſh that hee had bene D auid. Na- 
buchadnezzar,thathe had bene Daniel. Hammon to hate 
bene Mardochcus, Eſau would wiſh to be /acob, and Ba- 
lam would wiſh he might dye the death of che righteous? 
then he will ſay, I will give more then Ezekias: crye-more 
then Eſau; faitmorethen Moſes ; pray more then Daniel ; 
weepe morethen Mary Magdalen : ſuffer more firipesthen 
Paul: abide more impriſonment then Michai ; abidermore 
crueltie then any mortall man would doe , that it might bee; 
Tre, goe yecurſled, might become yce blefled, Yea, | would 
giue all the goods in the worlde, that I might eſcape this 
dreadfall day of wrath and iudgement, and that /mightnor 
ſtand amongſtthe goe. Othac I might live a beggerall mg 
lite, and-a leaper. O that Irnight indure all plagues and 
ſores from the top of the head, to the ſole of the foote, ſu- 
ſteine all ficknesand priefes, that I might eſcape this iudge= 
ment. | 
The guiltie conſcience cannot abide this day . The illie 
ſheepe when ſhee is taken will not bleate, but you may 
carric her and doe what you will with her, and ſhee will be 
ſubic& ;butthe ſwine, if ſhee be once taken,ſhee will roare 
and crye, and thinkes ſhee is neuer taken but ro bee laine. 
Soofall thinges,the guiltie conſcience cannot abide to heare 
ofthis day, & 7 ew that when they heare of it, they 
heare oftheir owne condemnation, 1 thinke if there were 
a generall colleQion made through the whole worlde, that 
there might bee no iudgement day, then God would bee 
ſorich,that all the world would goe a begging, and bee as 
a waſte wildernes, Then the couctous Iudge would bring 
forth his bribes , then the craftie Lawier woulde fetch our 
his bagges : the Vſurer would giue his gaine,and the idle ſer- 
uant would dig vp his talent againe,& make a double there= 
of But all the money inthe world wil not ſerue for one fin, bug 
the Indge muſt anſwere for his bribes, hee that hath money, 
muſt anſere how he came by — & iult condemnatio muſt 
s 2, come 
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come ypon euery ſoule ofthem, then ſhall the ſinner be ever 
dying and never dead, like the Salamander thar is euer in 
the fire and neuer conſumed, 

- Butifyou comethere, you may ſay as the Queene of Sa- 
ba ſaid ofking Salomon, / beleeued the reporte that / he ard 
ofthee in mine owne countrie, but the one halfe of thy wiſe, 
dome was nottolde me , If you came there to ſee what is 
done, youmay ſay, Now I belceue the reporte that was told 
me in mine owne countrie concerning this place, but the 
one halfe asnow | feele; I hauenot heardof: now chuſe you 
whether you will reioyce, or remember whether you will 
ftand amongſt you bleſſed, or amongſt you auſled : whe- 
ther you will enter while the gate is open, orknocke in yaine 
when the gate is ſhut: wherher you wilſecke the Lord whileſt 
he may be found,or be found ofhim when youwouldnot be 
ſought, being runinto the buſhes with Adamto hide your 
(clues: whether you will take your heaten-now/here, or your 
hell thenthere ; or chrough tribulation to enter tothe king- 

dome of God,andthistotake yourhellnow heere, or 
yourheauen then there inthelife rocome with 
'' -— thebleflſedSaints & Angels, othatheere- * 
after you may leade anew life, put- 
ting on Ieſus Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſſe, 
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F [fthou wilt early ſeeke unto God , and pray wvntothe Al- 


mightie: 

6 If thow bee pure and wpright : then ſurely hee will awake 
wnto theeand make the habitation of thy righteouſneſſe 
proſperons. 

7 And thongh thy beginning be but ſmall: yet thy latter end 

ſhall greatly mcreaſe. 


aC239 N aficke and cuill affected bodie 
> Gy (dearely beloued) wee viually ſee 
YZ preparitiues miniftred , thatthe ma- 


3/2 ladies may bee made more fir and 
-Q.: pliable to receiue wholſome medi- 
P>&Q cines, Thelike,yea,and = re- 
—]. gard ought weto haue of our ſoules 
RY) Bag A which being not crafie only,or light 
ly affeted with ſinne,bur ficke cuen vnto death, had neede 
to be prepared with threats andexhortations, comforts and 
conſolatios,one way or other, thatthey uy be made fir,nor 
to receiue the preparatiue 5 bart the perfetion ofhappie ſal- 
uation. And for this caſe haue [made choiſe ofthis part of 
Scripture,as of a ightro ſhine ymtovs in darkenefſe, adirec- 
tion to our ſteps, and alanthornetoour paths, while we wan- 
derthrough the boiſtrous wauesof this wicked world . The 
rextis plaine, and obie&rtocuerie mans capacitie, naturally 
budding ynto bloſſomes: [The firſt containing our ductic 
which weare toperforme towards Cod, The {ccond,Geds 
promiſes, if we performe this Cuty, 
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The ſinfull mans ſearch 

Our duetie towards Ged, is implied in theſe three condi- 
tions, Firſt, /fthou wilt early ſeeke w61to God, Secondly, 1f 
thou wilt pray unto the Alm:ghty. Thirdly , If thou bee pare 
aud wpright ; fo that the whole confiſteth on theſe three 
poynts . Firſt, whart itis that God requircth, namely a dili- 
gentand ſpeedy ſearch,intheſe wordes, If chow wilt ſeetg 
e-rly. Secondly,how thy ſearch istobe made in prayer , in 
theſe wordes : [fthow wilt pray 10 the Almighty, Thirdlic, 
what effectthele thinges ought to worke in vs,a puritie and 
linceritic oflife,inthelc words, /frhow be pure andwpright, 

As ourduety towards God confiſtethin three points : fo 
Gods bleſſings towards vs,is alſothree-fold anſwerable to 
the ſame. Firlt,for ſeeking, he promileth, he will avake wnte 
thee. Secondly, for praying vnto him, bewil m ke the ha« 
bitat-0ns of thy righteouſneſſeproſperons, Thirdly, for being 
pure and vpright, he w {make tny latter end increaſe excee- 
dingly:yea,thoughthy bc ginning be but ſmall, 

Firli therefore concerning the ſearch,itis a worke both 
in deſire and labourto bee ioyned to God, In the Plalme 
this ſtandeth for the burthen of the ſong : They called por 
the Lord inthe time of their trouble , andhee del:nered ther, 
It is but Aske and hawe,ſetke and finde, knocke and it ſhall bee 
opened vnto y.u. Sauing that here theſe thingsare to bee re- 
oarded,to on my ve when we muſt ſeekethe 
Lord. How? Firſt,fai ully, for if yee haue but asmuch as 
a graine of muſtard ſeede , and ſay vnto this mounta ne , Re- 
mone,s! ſhall rews 'e,a- dnothmg ſhall be v1 poſſible vnto you, 
Thennex hibly,foxitisthe humble petition thatpearcerh 
the skies,& that ſhewed che Publican todepart home to his 
houſe more iuſtified then the boaſting Phariſie : and the 
alone that be humble and mceke,finde reſt for their ſoules, 
Andlaſt of all, continually , for wee mult nor faint in well 
doing,becaulſc the —_ not promiſed ro him that d:th, 
but tohim that continueth to doe, 

Bur wee may long ſceke and neuer finde, except wee 
ſeeke the Father by the Sonne : For no man knoweth the Fa+ 
therybut the Soune , and bee to whore the Sonne ſhall diſcloſe 
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kins : he ts the way, the trueth , ard the if +, and no man comp 
weth to the Father bu! by him , There ts 0110 God and one me 
diatour betwixt God and man,the man Chriſt Ieſua . Sothat 
if wee finne, wee haue 2n aduocate,Teſus Chriſt the juſt, and 
heeisthe propitiation for our ſinnes : onely let vs ſeeke the 
Lord while he may be found, 
And tothisende the worde Seeking is vſed inthisplace, 

that we may learne,that as the heauens and the planets, and 
the whole frame of nature were ordained to finiſh their 
courſe by motions and operation : ſo man,as he was ordai- 
ned toa molt bleſſed and happie end, ſhould attaine there- 
unto, net by flouth and idlenefle,but by an earnelt ſeekin 
of the ſame . The kingdome of heauen is like a treaſure, Matt 13.74 
which cannot bee found withour ſeeking and digging, It is 
hke the precious pearle, for whichthe wiſe Marchant was 
content not onely to ſeeke,but to ſell all that he had,to buy 
it.God hathplaced vs here in this world as husbandmen.ro 
plough vp the fallowe of our hearts : as |abourers to worke 
in his vineyard; as trauellers toſeelea countrey : as ſoul- 
diers tofightthe bartell of the Lorde againlt the fl:(h, the 
world, and the diuell, And forthis purpoſe hath hee propo- 
ſed vntoys anvniilled Tanda vineyarde, atriple encmie to 
fight againſt ; chat wee might remember,that wee muſt till 
the ground if wee yvill reapethe fruite : that we muſt prune 
the vine if wee will drinke of the grape; that we mult fight 
if we willouercome, He that telleth the land (fayth the wiſe 
man) ſpall bee ſatitfizd with breade, but hee that followeth Prover.z 3 
idleneſſe,ſhall be filled with ponertie , Idlencfic is a moath or 
canker ofthe minde, and the fruites thereof are wicked co- 
gitations,cuill affeCtions, and worſe aQions; corrupt trees 
without fruite,ewiſe dead, and plucked vp by the rootes en- lude.1 
gendering in the minde a loathing of God and godlines, *** ** 

Eſchue therefore idlenefſe, I befcech ye, and by the want 
ye finde in others, |carne inftruions for your ſclues, Benot 
forgetfull how buſie yourenemy is,ifhe Ende ye idle ; firſt 
hee putteth ye in minde of ſome yanitie : then offereth op- 
portunity to praiſe ; then hee craueth conſent; and if yee 
grant him thatyhe triumpheth by addiog praQtiſe: hee = 
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ueth no meanesvnattemprted, whereby he may ſubuert and 
bring yeto perdition. Toone (as to Eua) hee promiſeth the 
knowledge of good and cuill. Anotherhe ſeduceth withly- 
ing ſpeeches,as he did Pharaothe king , whom he decciued 
by falſe Prophets. To the Iewes he pretended the tewpleof 
the Lord. Tothe Heathen hee ſhewed vniuerſalities and an- 
tiquities. And to omit particulars, hee leaucth no men ynat- 
tempted, whereby he may entangle the ſoules of the imple, 
and wrap them in the ſnares of death , Flic idlenefle there. 
fore, and ſecke yertue, and the way thereof: ſeeke learning, 
as fora iewell , make diligent ſearch and inquiſition after 
her;ſeeke early,and ſeeke late. Inthe morning ſow thy ſeede, 
andin the cucning let notthy hande reft ; ſecke him in the 
day of trouble, and hee will deliver thee, and thouſhale glo- 
tifte him, Seeke him,thereis the commaundement : he will 
deliuerthee , there is the promiſe ; and thou ſhale glorifie 
him , there is the condition. Todiſobey the commaunde- 
mentis rebellion, ro diſtruſt the promiſes infidelitie , to re- 
fuſe the condition is vile ingratitude. Wherefore let vs ſceke, 
and ſceke earnefily, with a feruent ſpirit, and humbleneſle of 
heart, and let ys perſwade our ſelues that there is no ſecking 
without finding,no opening without knocking, 

Theſecondcircumſtanceto be confidered in this poynt, 
is to whome we muſt ſecke for theſe thinges, Our direCtion 
is made vnto God, F.r exery good andperfett gift is from a- 
boxe,deſcer ding from the father of lights, And as for manie 
cauſes we are to ſecke God, and to God alone, ſo eſpeciallic 
for theſe foure. 

Fiſt, becauſe we haue nothing of our ſelues, nor of any 0- 
ther creature, but whatſoeuer we haue, wee haue it of God : 
for what haſt thouthat thou haſt not recciued? in him wee 
live, wee moue , and haue our being ; Artthou wiſe in thine 
owne conceit? O remember that the wiſedome of the world 
is fooliſhneſſe with God . O conſider thatthe naturall man 
vnderſtandeth not the thinges of God. Theſe things are hid 
fromthe wiſe and prudent, and are reucaled to babes and 
ſucklings. Ales, what were man ifhe werc once left to him- 
{elfe?A map of miſery, and a ſuike ofcalanutie, Alas, how 
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werehe able toreſiſt the ficrie darts of the aduerſarie, who *Pet.F 
cotinually goeth about like aroring lyon, ſeeking whom he _ 
may deuoure? Here ye may note firft his malice,for he dai- 
ly accuſcth ys before the chiefe Judge of the kinges bench: 
when hee cannotpreuaile inthis court, bur ſeerhhis billes of 
accuſation repelled, then hee remooucth the matter to the 
courtof our owne conſciences, where on the one fide hee 
layeth the bookes of the law,and ſtatutes made againſt ſin; 
on the other fide, the billes of accuſation broughtinagainſt 
vs ont of the bookes of the lawe, alleadging theſe ftrict pla= 
ces againſt vs : The ſoule that finneth ſaall die the death, 
Curſſedis he that atideth no' in exery point of the lawe,to doe 
it, Onthe otherfide,he bringeth in our conſciences to wit- 
neſle againſt vs, and then inferreth this hard concluſion; 
T herefore there is no hope in ſaluation, 
Thenifhee ſce that wee appeale from iuſtice tomercy, 
and ſay : At what time ſoeuer a ſinner repenteth, the ludge 
utteth all his wickednefſe out of his remembrance, hee 
dealeth withvs, ascrafty worldlinges deale in matters of 
lawe , who when they ſee their matters paſſe againſt them 
in higher Courts, bring downetheir caſe intothe countrie, 
to be decided by the neighbours; who,eitherfor their fim- 
plicity cannot,or for their fauour dare not iudge of the truth 
ofthe matter, 
Soour aduerſarie, though God himſelfe do diſcharge vs, 
hour conſcience doth teſtifie ourinnocencie 2 yethe 
accuſcth inthe third coun before men, where he is bolde to 
wre out his whole venome and poyſon ofhis malice a- 
ainft vs, and to forge whatlyes, and | ray andlybels 
lit, becauſe hee knoweth they ſhallbeerecciued as 
true, Thushee accuſed Chriſt Ieſus our bleſſed Lord and 
Sauiour before Pontius Pilate, and cauſed diuers falſe and 
yntrue witneſſes to come inagainſt him, 
Butifhee were malitious onely to wiſhour deſtruction, 
and not mightie ro wreake his malice , wee ſhoulde haue 


little cauſeto feare ; buthe is mighty, therefore hee is tear- 
C med 


The sinfull mans ſearch, 


Luke.!T med alyon,the power of darknefſe, a greatdragon, which 

_— » dJrewe ay the carth the thirde part ofth: ſtarres of heauen; 
that is, with earthly temptation to haue ouerthrowne them, 
which ſeemed to ſhine in the Church ot God as Lamps, 8& 
Starres. O then how eafie is our ouerthrow,if the Lord did 
not holde vs vp , which ſhine not as(tarresin heauen , but 
creepelike wormes on earth? 

Yet ifhee were butmalicious and mightie, it were be:ter 
withys,buthe is fierce,and therefore called a roring Lyon, 
who laying wayt for thebloud of the godlic , flineth V 
bloud-thitſtie perſecutors,to make themſeluesdrunke with 
the bloud ofthe ſaintes; as mol? grieuouſly he did from the 
time of Tohn Baptiſt, tothe raigne of Maxentius, the ſpace 
of 294. yeares, flaying ſome by the ſworde,burning other 
with fire, hanging ſome on the gallowes,drowning ſome in 
riuers,ſtabbing ſome with forksof yron preſſing others vn- 

- to death with ftones,deuouring many thouſands ofthe ten+ 
der lambesof Chriſts flocke, 

+ Tothismalice,might and rage,is added his fubtil policy, 
which he vſethin circumuenting the faithfull , he doerh not 
pitch his tentesin anyone place, but walketh about from 

lohn, x lacetoplace toſpicout his beſt aduauntage , inthe night 

_ Tares ,and in the daic hee hindereth the growth 
there 

5 Heproceedethafter further, and addeth to hispolicie in- 
duftrie, hee confidereth our natures and diſpoſitions, and 
to what ſinnes wee doe moſt incline: and thereunto he ap- 
plicth himſe!fe,fomerimes by flatterie, ſometimes by feare, 
ſometimes by feeding our humours hee ſubtilly entiſerh vs, 
fometimes by violence he gocthabouttoenforce vs,ſome» 
time by changing himſelfe ntoan Angell oflight,he ende- 
uyourcth to betray our ſoules into his hands,and in whatſoe- 
uereftate he findeth vs, hee thereby takerh occaſion to lay 
fiege toour ſoulcs. 

Thus ye ſeenotedin a word, the force of our aduerfarie: 
examine nowe your ſclues, whether yee hauc any thing in 


your 
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yourſelues,and you ſhal finde nothing but weakeneſſe and 
corruption , It is God that giueth firengthto the mightie, 
wiſedometo the prudent, and knowledge tothe ynderſtan- 


ding; he teacherh Dauids hand to fight, and his fingers to Plal, 144 


bartaile, hee giuerh firengthto his armes to breake a bowe, 
eucena boweof fteele; wherefore let neicherthe wiſe man 
= in his wiſedome,northe (trong man in his ſtrength; 

ut let him that glorieth,gloric onely inthe Lord. 

Secondly,we are to ſecke ynto Godalone, becauſe none , 
is ſo preſent as he for God, becauſe he is almightie, and with 
his power filleth both heauen and earth, is preſent alwayes 
with them that feare him , and readie to ſuccour them in 
diſtreſſe, I he Lord is neere toallthat call ypon him intruth, 
he heareth our gronings & highs, and knoweth what things 
are neceſſary for vs before weaske, 

The third reaſon why wee mult ſeeke vnto God is, none 
is ſo able to helpe vs as he : burofthisI ſhal haue particular 3 
occaſion toſpeake when cometo this point , «1d pray to 


the Almighty. 

The founk: reaſon why we muſt ſeeke Chriſt alone is,be- 
cauſe there is none ſo willing tohelpe vs as he . /t isa great 
courage tovsto make {ute , when weare perſwaded ofthe 
willingneſſe ofhimto whem we make ſute : and [pray ye, 
who was cuer more carecfull for our faluation, and more 
watchfull ouer ys than the Lord? who cuer put his truſt in 
him , and was confounded? In this reſpetheis called a fa- 
ther,becauſe, as the father tendreth his ſonne, ſo the Lord 
doth al thoſe thar puttheirtruſt in him . Canthere bee any 
more vvillingto helpe vs than Chriſt , yyhoſe vvhole head 
vvas ficke, and vyhoſe hart vvas heauy forour ſakes? yea,in 
yvhoſe bodie;from the ſole of the foote to the crown ofthe 
head, was nothing but wounds and ſwellings, and ſores? 
Bur alas,this vvasnothing to that hee ſuffered torour ſakes. 
He was compaſſed about with feares and horrours, till his 
ſweat was drops of bloud, & his bones bruiſed in the fleſh, 
he was whipped and ſcomrged,andchaftiſed — 
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rill hecriedout inthe bitternes of his ſoule, O Lord, if it bee 
poſſible det this enp paſſe fromme . The heauy hand of God 
was ſo grieuous ypon him, that hee bruiſed his very bones, 
and rent his raines aſunder : hee could find no health inhis 
fleſh, but was wounded , yea woundedto the death,cuen 
che moſt bitter death vpon the Croſle , His tender fingers 
were nailed to the crofle, his face was wrinckled with wee- 
ing and wailing,his ſides imbrued & gored with his owne 
Load. purting and guſhing freſh from hisribs,the ſhadow 
of death was ypon his cies, 
- O,whatgriete could belike tothis, or what condemna- 
tion could be ſo heauie , ſth there was no wickednesin his 
hands? fith he was the brightneſſe ofhis fathers glorie , and 
the ſunne ofrighreouſnefle that fhined inthe worlde , as to 
ſee his daiesat anend, to ſee ſuchthrobbing Highs & care= 
full thoughts without cauſe of his, ſodeeply ingrauen inthe 
tables offi breaſt. But was this all?no,my brethren, ſith his 
excellency was ſuch abouc alcreatures,thatthe world was 
not worthy to giue him breath, it vzas a greater griefe ynto 
him,toſec himfelfe made a worme, and not a man,a ſhame 
of men, and contempt ofthe people: to ſee his lite ſhutyp 
in ſhame and reproches, how could it but ſhake his bones 
out of joynt , and make hisheart melt inthe middeſt ofhis 
bowels? who was euer ſo full of woe, and brought ſolow in 
the duſt of death?vpon whom did the malice of Sathan e 
get ſo great aconqueli? | 
This though it were exceeding, yet it was not all, no, ir 
was butataftc of griefe in compariſon ofthe reſt; beholde 
therefore (if your vycaric eyes will ſuffer you tobehold)the 
depth of all miſcries yer behind : the finne that he hated, he 
muſttake ypon his owne bodie, and bearethe yvrath of his 
father powredoutagainſt it, Thisis the fulneſſcofal paines 
that compaſſed him round about, yvhich no tongueisable 
to ytter, or heart conceiue: the anger ofthefather burneth 
m him,cuento the bottome of hcl,and deepelinke of con» 
fuſion; it wrapped him in the chainesof eternall _— 
crucified 
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crucified him, ES _ meo the bottomlefle 
it of calamity, and made bis ſoule by weeping & vraili 
-n melt into theſe bitter teares nblfon Fl = 
Ged my God why haft them forſaken me? 
O thatmy headyvere a vvellof waters, and a fountain of 
reares,that I might weep aye night at the reraembrance 
hereof; but leaſt | linger too longabout one flowre, vyhile / 
haue many to gather, [yvill conclude chis point thusin a 
word; Sith Chriſt hath ſuffered theſe, and an infinite num- 
ber ſuchlike torments for our ſakes, it is blafphemous once 
rodreame or imagine any to bee more willing to helpe vs 
than he: nay, he is more readie to heare our prayers, than _ 
we tooffer them vnto him, inſomuch as he complaineth by 
the Prophet Elay : /hawe bene four dofthemwhich ſought ma |. . 
wor, all the day long baue I fretched out my hand unto archel- *? * 
lious people , wh ch walked in a way that was not good, even 
after their owne imagizatio: s. And ynto Ieruſalem hee 
faith, O Jeruſalem, [eruſalem, how often would | haue gathe- Math 2$ 
red thee together, as the henne gathereth her chicgens, but 
you would not. Wheretore to ende this poynt : Secke for 
kuowledge, as for a treaſure, and for wiledome, as forthe 
wedge of gold of Ophir:No mention ſhall be made in com- 
pariſon of it, of Corall, Gabiſh,or that pretious Onix: For loh 38 
Wiſedowne 15 more pre "tons than pearles. But aboue allthings, 
ſeekeirwhere it may be found and where is the place of vn- 
derſtanding ? Surely, rvan knoweth not the path thereof: 

the deepeſayth It isnotin me :theſea ſaith, It is notin me: 

death and defiruCtion ſay, We hauc heard the fame thereof 

with our cares : all creatures ſay, it isnot with vs : but God 
vnderſtandeth the way thereof: and ynto man he ſaith, The Prog 
feare of the Lorde is the beginning of wiſedome, and to departe 
fromenill is vnderflanding. 

The third circumſtance is, when wee muſt ſeeke vnto 
Ged: and holy Dauid anſwereth, Earh, exen in 4 timewhen 
bee may bee found, Letvs redeeme the day, which we haue Pſal 32 
foreſlowed ſo many daycs, —_— wee haue ſolong _ 
| 3 n 
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ned ourhearts : letystake ypthis day, and make it the day - 


of our repentance: lets make it aday of newnes of life, as 
itis the firſt day ofthe new yeere - let cuen this moment bee 
the laſt ofa finfulllife, and the firſt day to godlines, And as 
the wiſe man faith: Make ns long tarrying to 1wrne wmro the 
Lorde, andpart not off from day today, fr ſaddamely ſhall the 
Lordes wrath breaks, and im thy ſecuritie thou ſhalt be deſiroy- 
ed, and ſo -lt periſh in the time of vengeance. 

Artthou a Magiſtrate, placed in high roome and autho- 
ritic,and ſeated in the throne _ dignitie 7 then ” not chis 

might co wrong and oppreſſion, grinde not the faces of 
ru _—_ ſwell = ab pride, deſpiſing his lowe cftate: 
Sell not thy rig hreouſneſe for ſilner, preferring the marchants 
of Babylon before the citizens of leruſalem. 

\rt thou a priuate labouring man? Doe thy duetie truele, 
be ſubiett, and lee in dread to diſpleaſe the good Magyſtra'e. 
Artthouolde, and haſt conſumed the flowre of thy youth in 
wantonnefle? breake off thy courſe, and framethy ſelfe ro 
ſobrictie : giue the waterno paſſage, no not alittle; for if it 
haue neuer ſolittle iſſue, it will ouerflowe thee : and if thou 
doe ſlacke the rainesneuer ſolittle, thy finnes will carrie thee 
(likes wilde horſe) thorow brambles and buſhes, and will 
leaue no ſoundncs in thy fleſh; worke this reformation inthy 
ſelfe betimes, euen to day, cuen this furlt day of the newe 
yecre: /f yee will heare my voyce, barden not your beartes. 

Attthouyoung,and dooſt begin toflouriſh like the yong 
_ tree? O conſider, thatthe onely way toretaine the 

lofſoms of thy beautie, and to keepe thy flowre from wi- 
thering, and thy leafe from fading away, is toſecke carlic yn- 
to God, and toapply thy minde to vnderſtanding,, to pre- 
vent the morning watches, and to gue thy bodic to bee 
moiſtened ofthe morning dew ! For beſide the god houres 
thatare well imployed in ſome good ftudie and holic exer- 
Ciſe , carly riſing bringeth healthtothy body, and increafeth 
thenumberof thy dayes. 
Secke therefore, and ſceke early , conſecrate your ſelues 
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Nazarites yntothe Lord, touch no vncleane thing, giue no 
prouccation to the fleſh, Strixe with the cocks is warchful- Eecle 1 
nes gd riſe with the chirpmg of the b:1des : _—_ our bo- 
die a ſweete ſmelling ſacrifice vnto th: Lorde. This ſacrifice is 
hke a ſacrifice of fine flowre : it is liks the fat taken from the 
peace offering : ye, 1t ts better than any ſacrifice, it us likg the 
flewre of roſes in the ſpring of the yeere, and as the billies inthe 
ſprings of water-, and as the bra ches of Frankincenſe in the Eccle 32. 
time of Summer : and as a yellel of maſly golde beſet with 47.50 
rich (tones, as a faire Oliue that is Fuirfull and as the tree 
that _ vp to the'cloudes. Hauing ſpoken of the 
Search, itfollowerh that I ſpeake of the manner how itisto 
be made, /n prayer, by theſewordes, If thow pray wnto the 
Almightie. 

I ſhewed yee before,the force of our aduerfarie, recciue 
now aſhicld againfi his force, euen the ſhield ofprayer, He 
is not to bee refilted by ringing an hallowed bell, nor by 
ſprinkling of holy water, nor by the relikes of Saintes, nor 
by ourowne workes and merites, for theſe are weapons of 
his owne making, but by an earneſt ſeeking troGod, which 
fearchand ſeeking muſt be made by prayer, againſt which 
his poyſoned yenome takethnoeffeR, 

It is his malice that accuſeth: prayer pleadeth thy caſe 

before God, and repelerh all his accuſations : for all the Pro- 
phets doe witnefſe, that whatſocuer wee aske in prayer, if 14a, a 
wee belecue, we ſhallreceiue it, It is his rage and furie that 
ſhould terrific ys;nay that prayer that ſtrengthened Samp- 
ſonto rent a young Lyon, as one ſhould haue rent a kid, ha- 
uing nothing in his hand, ſhall ſinite and ſhut yp the mouth 
of this Lyon. Asforhis policic and walking vp and downe, 
ſecking 20 deuoure vs,it cannot prevaile; For the prayer of | _ 
the faithfull forall ſane them, and the Lorde ſhall raſethem ** #8 
yp, and ifthey haue commirted finne it ſhall bee forgiuen 
them , and after this confli ended, they ſhall triumph for 
ever with Ieſus Chriſt our Sauiour, Butin any caſe ſee you 
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offer your petitionsto firange gods, as Saintes, ſockes or 


-Rencs, Then conſene that we aske only in the name of Chiilt 


TIeſus, notfor any deſert of our owne : for whoſocuer belee- 
ueth in Chriſt, ſhall haue remifſion offinnes, he ſhall not pe- 
riſh, burhave life enerlaſting, hee ſhallnot come into judge- 
mem, burſhall paſſe fromdeathtolife, Laſtly,a confidence, 
which is a certaine perſwaſwn of Gods mercie coward. vs: 
this is that prayer, of which the lambe teſtificth, T hat whate 
ſoener we acke by prayer, it ſhall be ginen vs by God the father. 
A thing ( dearely beloued) fo precious, that nothing is more 
acceptcd-inheauen, nothing more gratefull roGad- a ler- 
uice commanded of God hanſelfe, taught by Chriſt our Sa- 
aiour, and frequented by-the Angels : athing of more force 
with God, than auy orationof thecloquent. 

Haſt thou not heard how the Sunne food (till in the fire 
mament, and was not ſuftered torun hiscourſe # loſua and 
Ezechias-prayed, and the Sunne flood ſtill. Haſt thou not 
heard ofthe ſtopping ofthe Lyons mouthes? Daniel prayed 
and his prayer ſtopped the Lyons greedy and devouring 
throates, Halt thou nor heard of the diuiding of the red ſea? 
the Iſraelites prayed, and the waters of Iorden were dried 
vp: yea, the [{raclites prayed, and the waters ſtoode about 
themlike toa wall. Haſtthounotheard how the ficrie fur- 
naceloſt his heate ? the three children prayed, and the fire 
loſt his heate. Haſt thounot heard howe the heauens were 
opened and ſhut? Elias prayed, and the heauens were ſhut 
ypthreeyeares; Elias prayed, and the clouds powred downe 
rainefrom heauen, 

O ſure fortreſſe, more forcible than any engine, and ſtron- 

than the gates ofhell, and toconclude, the ſurame and 
ubſtance of allin few words: the only thing whereby mor- 
rallmen haue the cloudes, and the ſtars,and the Angels, and 
all the powers of heauen at commandement, Foras Debo- 
rah ſung in herſong; foughtfrom heauen, euen the 
ſarres intheir courſes fought again Siſera : fot all creatures 
hauebeneſubicto the prayers of the faithful, to "_ 
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the Lordes quarrell, :o helpethe Lorde,to helpe the Lord a- 
gainſt the mighne. Prayerhatheuer bin the cogniſance,and 
the viRtorie, and the triumph of the faithfull : for as the ſoule 
giueth life rothe bodie, ſo prayer giuerh life tothe ſoule; 
O that I couldengraue the loue of icin your heartes, as 
with a Diamond, andſo inſtill your mindes, tharmy wordes 
might bee pnickes to your conlciences, and thereby giue 
ye occaſion to pray often. Itis a wonderfull matter to bee a- 
le ctoperſwade men, but if prayerbee able to perſwade the 
liuing God, 6 how greatis the force therof! it goeththrorow 
the cloudes, and ceaſeth notrill it come neere, and will not 
departtill the moſt high haue reſpe&rhereunto, O that you 
Aould therefore pray often, & learne of Chriſt (the moſt ab- 
ſolute patterne of our life) ro pray continually, Heprayedin ,,,.. , 
his baptiſine , in the wildernes, in preaching, in working of Luke 6 
miracles, in his paſſ;on,on the mount, in the garden, in his Luke 6 
laſt ſupper, in commending his ſpirite co God arall times, —_" - 
and in all places, that hemight lcaue vnto vs an example of (,þ, ;3 
the ſame. It followeth, And pray to the Almightie. Tothoſe Luke 23 
three former reaſons which | brought, why wee muſt ſeeke Luke 23 
and pray to God alone, I added this as a fourth: becauſe = ny 
there is none ſo able to helpe vs as the Lord, He thartruſteth p11 
inthe Lorde ſhall beas mount Sion. If God be on ourfide, 
whocan be againſt vs: Ic is God that iultifierh, who condem- 
neth? The Lord deſtroyeth the counſell of the heathen, hee 3-Tim 4 
maketh their deuiſes to be of noeffeR, Chriftisthe Angell 
of great counſell, wiſedome, and vnderſtanding, andthere is = v3 
no deuiſe againſt the Lorde. The world norwithſtandingis pc, 
come tothat frame, thateveryman hath gor him a ftrange 
kinde of beliefe, Somebelecue not the Lawe, but the pro- 
phers : ſome be perſwaded inthe ſupremagie, but not inthe 
facrament: ſomeinfree will,butnor in merite: ſome in inuo= 
cation on ſaints, but not in purgatorie : ſome in pilgrimages 
and pardons, but notinimages: ſome like the doctrine well 
inough, but not the preachers: the moſt belecne little, yer 
many belecue fomewhar,few belceue all ; therefore todeale 
D. 1, plaincly, 
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plainely,becauſe plaine dealing is beſt, you muſt not beleeue 
by the halfes: 1 meane, you mult not repoſe ſometruſt in 
God, and ſome inSaintes, but all in the Lorde, The gods of 
the Gentiles they haue monthes and iþeake note es and ſee not, 
eares and heare not, then what can bee looked for atrheir 
handes:But the Lordis ſtrong and mightie,a mercifull God} 
and therefore thorow the Scriptures : heiscalled aRocke, 
Forrreſſe, a ſtrong Tower, a Shielde, a horne of faluation, a 
refuge,the Lord of hoftes, withorher ſuchlike appellations, 
that we might bee aſſured, that our helpe and deluerance 
commetrh fromthe Lord. 

Purreftthou any truſtinman, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils? 
Curſed is he that maketh man hisftrength & fl:-ſh his are, 
Surely Pharaoh and ail princes area broken faffe,on which 
ifa man leane,it will frtke into his hand and pearce it, & lay 
him groucling in the duſt: /t « better therefore to truſt in the 
Lord,tha toput any confidence in Princes Thinkeſt chow that 
Angels, or Saints,or Images can helpe thee 2 O fooliſh and 
impivus pictie, to attribute more ynto the Angels, thanthey 
darearrogate vnto themlſelues, The Angelinthe revelation, 
forbiddeth Johnto worſhip him, As forthe image, we reade 
that toturne the gloric of the incorruptible God, into the 
fimilitudeof a corruptible creature, is idolatrie, Well may 
then affirme with Moſes,Curſed berbe [mage, and the Image 
maker, The concluſion theretore of this point is this, that we 
ſecke the Lord and his ſtrength euermore, that we pray vn- 
to Godin humilitic & {inceritie, and in full affurance of faith 
continually,who without end isto be ſought, becauſe with- 
outend he isto be beloucd. 

The third thing containedin our dutic is, what effeRthis 
ſecking and praying ought to worke in vs, comprehended in 
theſe words: If thou bepare & wpright: Ifthe cloudes be ful, 
they willpowreforth raine vpon the earth:& ynpoſſibleitis, 
that a manthartſecketh after God and prayerh vnto the al- 
mightie, ſhould not bring forththefruits ofa godly lifegor if 
the tree be good gthefruits cannot be bad: & ihe head ofthe 
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water be pureyit wil ſend forth pure waters intothe ceſierns. 
Wherefore as good motions zre ſtirred yp by prayer,ſomuſt 
they bee foltred by praRiiſe of lite, according tothat of the 
Apolile ; Quench not the ſpirit nor griene the ; 


by whome ye are ſealed to the day of redemption. 
He quencheth,dearlybeloued,the ſpirit, which being once 


lightened with the ſparkles of faith, & felr Gods motions in Epheſ4 


his hart,doth neglc&tcoincreaſe the one to aflame,& the 0- 
ther to good workes in his life , but with the dog turnethto 
his vomit, &with the Sow that was waſhed, to her wallow- 
ing againe inthe mire, Thercfore (beloued ) loue and ſeeke 
the Lord,pray tothe almightic, be pure and ypright in con- 
uerfation, fly from hnne asfrom a ſerpent; for if thoucome 
neare, it willbite tee. Theteerhthereof are as the teeth of a 
_ tolay the ſoules of men, and all iniqunie is asa two 

ed {word, the woundes that ic giues cannor bee healed. 
I dare notſtand asI would ypon theſe pointes, fearing tedi- 
ouſnes; wherefore ler this ſuffice for the former generall 
part, concerning the dutie we owe vnto God, 

Now Gods promiſes for the performance hereof, yeeld yn- 
to vs moſt plentitull matter of do&rine & conſolatio. Firſt, of 
his iuſtice,that as be will ſufferno fin ynpuniſhed : ſohe wall 
leaueno god work varewarded, bur giucth to cuery (cueral 
a&i6 us ſeueral hire,& iuſt recompence of reward, Shallche 
howrecome,in which althat are in their graues,ſhal heate a 
yoice,& come forth,they tnathaue done wel,to the reſurre- 
ion oflife,they that haue done euill, tothe reſurreion of 
condemnation ? Shall the Lord ſearch Ierufalem with Lant- 
hornes? Shall all foule corners be ſwept, and allpleites and 
wrincklesbe vnfolded ?Shallthe ſea,grauc, death, and hell, 
giue vp allchatisinthem? and(hallallthe dead (both great 
and ſmall) and before God, when the bookes are opened? 
and ſhall cuery man haue prayſe of God according vnto his 
deſeruing ? Shall wee then diſcerne betweene the veſſels of 
honour and of wrath, berweene ſheepe and goates, the iuſt 
and yniuft 7 Finally, ſhall there be an infallible,generall, & 
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incorrupt iudgement, wherein the booke of all oar offences 
ſhall be laide wide open, ? Now God bee mercifull vnto vs; 
be tauourable O Lord, be fauourable Butto proccede, itis 
thy nature O Lorde, togather vp the wheare, and burne the 
tares,to cut downe allfruitles trees, & caſt themintothe fire, 
yea,into a fierie furnace, that neuerſhall be quenched, into 


anytter darkeneſſe, where js weeping,wayling,and gnaſhi 
of teeth; then be fauourable O Lord, Conn "'S 


Doth not the Lord ſpare Dauid, a king and a efor 
murther? doth he not Goon he Shen for rave nor 
Abſalom for treaſon? nor Saulfor tyrannie? norEli for neg- 
ligence? nor Achab,leroboam,nor Iezabell for crueltic? nor 
Herod,Nabuchadnezzar,and Lucifer for pride;nor Pharaoh 
for incredulitie : then be fauourable O Lord,be fauourable to 
vs.in whom almoſt euery one of theſe fins doe dwell and re- 
maine. Did the Lorde for corruption ouerflow the worlde 
with water 2 did hee burne Sodome for her villanic ? did hee 
calt Adamand Eue out of Paradiſe, for cating ofthe forbid« 
den fruite z did he ſtone a poore weetch to death, for pgathe- 
ring chips onthe Sabboth day? then be fauourable O Lorde, 
befauourable ynto vs. But dooth not the Lordſparethe Ce- 
dartree for his height ? northe Oke for his firength? nor the 
Poplarfor his ſmoothnes ? nor the Lawrell for his greeneſſe? 
No verily,from the Cedar thatisin Lybanon,evento the hy. 
fop that groweth om of the wall, yea, eucry one that brin= 

Tnerttihgeed fruite, is hewen downe and caſt intothe 

: it is arighteousthing with God, torender vengeanceto 
thoſe that diſobey him, and to deftroy ſuch as haue forſaken 
the lawe,by cuerlafting perdition, 

Behold, the Lord ſhal come in the great and latter day of 
iudgement, when none ſhalleſcape his iud ſear, with 
cloudes ſhall he come, and euerie cix ſhall ſee him,cuen 
which pierced him thorow, ſhall alſo wayle before him, be- 
ing fiimoned alltoappeare moſt fearfully before his amper; 
throne of maie(tie: the be fauorable O Lord, be fauorable, A- 
las, with what cies ſhal we miſerable finners behold him, ſo 


gloriouſly 
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eloriouſ]y ſitting in hisroyallkingdom, with all his mightie 
and holy angels,and whole number of ſaints founding with 
theyoice ofthe archangell, and trumpet of God, cauſing 
the heauensto paſſe away with a noife,and the elements to. 
melt like waxe, 8 the earth to burne with the works there 
of? yea, with'what cies ſhall wee behold him, when wee ſee 
the Sun darkned,the Moneeclipſed,and the ſtars fal down 
from heauen? But alas, when he taketh the furbiſhed blade 
into his hand, when he is ready tothrow the fiery thunder- 
bolts of his wrath , vvhenhee ſummonethbefoce him the 
worme that never dieth, the fire that neuerſhallbe 
ched, toreuenge vyppon the wicked : into whata plighe are 
they then driven? then leaue they offbe fauorable O Lord, 
be tauorable, and fay tothe hils;O ye mountains, come and 
coner vs, Oye waters come and ouerwhelme ys; wo, wo, 
wo,how great isthis darknes? The godly onthe other fide 
are bathedin ſuch fireames of blifſe, and aduancedto fuch 
happines,as neither tongue can yrrer,nor heart conceiue, 
The ſecond thing wee haue to note in his promiſes, is his 
mercy which exceedethal his workes. For God,though he 
have giuea curfe ofthe lawagainſt ſinners, yer ſecing Chriſt 
for the penicert hath borne the curſe, whereby hiswuſtice is 
not impaired; he is contene to accept out weakneſſe as our 
frength,to recompence ouri Ction with rewarde of 
greateſt perfecion,and that which we can performe bur in 
ima/l part heis content to accepeas whole, not for any de- 
ſert 2 .but inthe ſatisfaction ofhis ſon, who paide with 
the ſeale of his own bloud,the ranſome for our hath 
cancelled the handwriting that vyasagainſt ys, Wherefore 
we are to ptay mtoGod,that vyhenlocuer our finnes ſhall 
come in queſtion before him, that hee would laake yppon 
Chriſt Ielus,the trucking glafſe,in whom he Thal find vs 
moſt pure and innocent, andtoſhine-moſt cleerely in che 
|; which he hath given vs by faith : ſo tharwee 
ous notin ourown ri burtinthe 
ofthe lambe, who bauing taken away the ſms ofthe 
D.3 . world, 
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world,and hauing made ys as white as ſnowe , though wee 
were asred as crimſon , ſaith,he will be mercifull to our ini- 
quities,and wil remember our finnes nomore.Ofhim do al 
the Prophets beare witneſe , that through his name althar 
beleeve (hal recciue remiſſh6 of their fins. Againe,Drinke ye 
all of this forthis is iy bloud,which isſhed for the remilli- 
on of fins.Chrift gaue himſclffor our ſins,that he might de- 
liver vs from the curſe ofthe law,cuen accordingtothe will 
of the Father,Chriſt bare our finnesin his owa body on the 
tree,that we being deliucred fromfin , might liuc in rightc= 
ouſnes,by whoſe (tripes we are healed,for we were as ——_ 
going aftrdy,but are now returnedtothe ſhepheard and bi- 

op of our ſoules. Itis no more bur belceue,& be ſaued;be- 
leeue,and receiue remiſſion : belecue,and lay off thine own 
riohteouſnes,and inueſt thy ſeife with therighteouſneſle of 
the voſpottedlambe. 

Dauid was yong and after was old, yet in all his daies hee 
neuer faw the righteous forſake, Somtimes he ſcourgeth his 
childrE,but like a louing father he laieth no more ypon them 
thithey are abletobeare,for he afflicterh the for his own iu- 
ftice, becauſe they are ſinners: forhis wiſedome, to exerciſe 
their fairh:forhis mercy,tocauſe thEtorepent but thisisthe 
end of al,he helperh the in their diſtreſſes,he reuengerh him- 
ſelfe vpon his enemies, & giueth to his people reſt and qui- 
etneſle. O that we would therefore praiſe the Lord,and for- 
get not al otherhis ſingular benefits ; O chat we would con- 
efſe, that his mercy endurethfor euer. 

The thirdthing to note in his promiſes,is hus boſitiful kind- 
nes,in requiting ſo ſmal a thing, with ſo great & liberal bleſ< 
fings:and bank himſelfe by obligation(as 1t were)that as 

"ure as we performe the one, lo hee will nor faile to accom» 
Meth his patience and long ſuffering, which is not 
ſlacknes,as Tome tnen account ſlacknes: bur is patience, be- 
wo nmr iſh,putgladly 
would haucall rich come tgrepentance; Hee ——_ 
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fray our leaſure, cill we ſeeke and pray vnto him! andneues. _ 
fmerh,till there be no hope of redreſſe, = 
The tiit,is is loue, in that he is content toflir vs vp to holy 
exerciſes,8 purity of life , & to allure vs with faire promiſes 
of aid, 8 proſperous increaſe of al his bleſsings in this world. 
The particular examination of theſe bleſsivgs would require 
2 larger diſcourſe, thi (fearing tediouſnes)I dare preſume to 
trouble ye withal:wherefore a word of each, and ſoI end. 
Touching the firſt, where iti; ſaid , odwil evake vp wnto 
thee,it is a greater bencfit than'the words import : for it fig» 
nifieth;noc only that he will heare thee, but that he will ato 
do what thoudeſireſt and ſatisfie thy requeſt. Aslong asthe 
finnerſ|-epeth,the Lord is ſaid ro bee aflcepe ; butas ſoone 
asthe fiancr awaketh f. on) ſin,God will ariſe (faith Dauid) Pſalm. 78 
and his enemies ſhall be ſcatter-d,and they that hate him, 
ſhal fly before him:zasrheſmoak vanitheth before the wind, 
& as the waxe melteth before the fire,cuen ſo ſhill the wic+ 
ked periſh atthe preſence of God. Wherfore as Paul exhor- 
red the Ephefians,ſol exhort you, Awa\e rhow that ſleepeſt, phe, 
ftad wp fro the dead, of Chriſt ſhal gine thee bgbt:awake vnt» 
God, & God wil awake vnto thee, & Chriſt euen the ſon of 
God,the brightmorning ſtar,ſhal giue thee rhe hight of life. 
In the fecond, he promiſeth abundance of. worldiy bleſ- 
fings,in rec6pence of praier,foritis ſaid, Hewil makg theha- ,....... . 
brtations of thy righteouſnes proſperoxs, that is,the Lord will p(alm x. 13 
make peace within thy wals,& proſperity withinthy pala- 
ces: he wi:l comand his bleſsings to be with thee in thy ſtore Prou 28 
houſe,and inal thou ſerteſt T6. cy vntoche will open vnto 
thee his good treaſures , euen the heauensto giue raine on 
thy land indue ſeaſon, I houſhaltlay vp gold,as the duſt, 8 
the gold of Ophir,as the flint of the riuer ; thou ſhalt waſh lob 22 
thy paths with butter , & thy rocks ſhal powre out riuers of 
eyle:thou ſhalt cal ſaluation thy wal,& praiſe ſhalbeinthy 
gates.Lo,thus ſhalthe man be bleſſed that fearethGod, Pſal.r28 
Lafſtly,for being pure & vpr ghthe wilmake thy latterend 
greatly increaſe, & thatthou mailt the lefſe miſtzult his pro- 
miſe, 
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_nuſe, he will do ie,chough thy beginning be but ſmall. 


Here(brethren)ye ſee what a ſca ofmatter is offered me, 
wherumto if I would commit my ſelfe, I mightdiſcourſe vn- 
© ye, what fnnngocucanſby Gods prouidence)haue hap- 
ned inthe world, what great kings and potentates haue bin 
plucked down from their thrones , and vyhat contemptible 
perfonsinthe eic ofthe world, haue bin aduanced to their 
roomes. How Mardocheus a ſtranger vvas exaltedinto Ha- 
mons place;howToſeph and Daniel,the one a bond-man in 
Epyprt,the other a captiue in Babylon , vvere made princes 
mthoſc kingdomes. Butbecauſc I vvil not ouermuch tran(- 
oreſle the bonds ofmodeſty,or hold yee longer than in this 
place I haue beene accuſtomed : only remember yvhat the 
Propher ſaith; He raseth the needy out of the duft,and lifreth 
the poore out of th. mire that be myght ſet hm w.th theprin- 
ces,euen with the prin es of the world, 

Rememberthe example of Dauid,yvhomthe Lord choſe 
and tooke from the Ewes great vvith young : that he mighe 
feed his people in Iacob. and hisinherizance in /ſracl. Reme- 
berche example of iob,hovy the Lord turned the captiuitic 
of iob,astheriuer>inche ſouth, how he bleffed the laſt daies 
of lob mare thi the firſt, hovy he gaue him theep,& camels 
& oxen,& the afles, in more abundance than he had before, 
hovy he increaſed him vv«h fonsand daughters, cuento the 
fourth generatio,fothat he dicd being old & ful of daies. Re 

cuenourowneſtate, for vvhom the Lord hathdon 
great things already:as created vs,and redeemed vs, & ſan- 
Qiified vs , andnot long ſince delivered vs from the gaping 
iavvesofthoſe that ſoughtto ſuck our bloud. Vpon ſome he 
hath beſtoyyed humility, vhereby their mindsare adorned 
vvithyertucthonorvps others, vvherby their perſons are in- 
ueſted vyith maieſty ;ypon otherscomlines, vvherby the 0- 
thertyvoare n othersorchards,vvhich they pla- 
ted not,or athcaltymo vyhich they gaueno increaſe ; ypon 
others increaſe of vertuous children, whereby theirpoſteri 
is preſcryed: yp others,thefree paſſage off word;vehich 


The sinfull mans ſearch, 


a longtime had bcene obſcurcd by ignorance, the mother 
of deuotion, as the ſhauclings callit, butyndera ſtepdame 
of deſtructis,as weperceiueit;& though he beſlow but ſom 
one or two of his bleſſings ypon vs, yet how much are wee 
bound for theſebleſſings,ro {ing praile,& honor, and glory, 
vnto him that ſitteth ypon the throne, and vntothe Lambe 
tor euer, But ypon whom hee hath beſtowed all theſe bleſ. 
ings, how ſtrictly by gaud cauſe are they bound to mag- 
nifie the Lord , and toreioice in Godtheir Sauiour , Exa- 
minethenyour owne conſciences, | beſcech yez, whether 
God hath beſtowed all cheſe bleſſings vpon you or no, and 
ifhe haue , O what great cauſe haue yee to come before his 
face with praiſe, to ſing lowde vnto him with Pſalmes , to 
worſhip & tofal downe before him,to giue vnto the Lorde Plalm.99 
the glory of hisname,to bring an offering of thankſgiving, Plalmg6 
and toenter into his courts with praiſe, And yet who know. 
eth whether the Lord hath greater bleſſings foryecinſtore? 
ye may bee ſure lice will pull downe the mightic from their 
ſeate, and exaltrhe humble and meeke, Surely, the Lorde 
doth vie vertueasa meane to bring vs to honor, and who- 
ſocucr youſhallſee endued with the vertues ofthis text, I 
meane, with ſeeking vnto God , with my and puritic of 
life: ye may bee ſure thereis a bleſſing reſerued for him of 
the Lord,yea,ſuchableſſing, asthough g—_—_— bee 
but ſmall,yerhis latter end {hal greatly encreale, 

Godincreaſe the loue of theſe thinges inourhearts, and 
make ys worthie of Chriſts blefſings, which he hath plenti. 
fullyin ſtore for vs: that after hee hath m_ temporall 
bleſſings vpon vs, hee would giue vs the bleſsing of all bleſ- 
ſngs,cnenthe life ofthe world tocome, 
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Luke 10,38. 39.&c, 
38 Nowit came topaſſe as they went , that hee entred inte 
a certaine towne , and acertaine woman named Car - 
thayreceinedhim into her houſe, 
39 And ſhehad aſiſter called Mary ,wb'ch alſo ſate at 
leſus feet and beard _— rg. 


40 But Martha was cumbred about much ſeruing and 

came to ham and ſa:d Maſter doeſt thou not care, that 
ſiſter hath left me to ſerue alone ? bid her therefore 

that ſhe helpe me, 

41 And leſus anſwered,and ſaid vnto her Martha, Mar- 
tha thou careſt andart troubled about many things, 

42 But one thing is needfull, Mary hath choſen the good 
part, which ſhall not be taken away from her. 


one by receiuing him into her houſe, and the 
_ otherbyentertaining him into herheart. As hee was God, 

he was teceiued of Mary:as he was man,he was receiuedof 
Martha. They both defied to entertaine our Sauiour:as Ia- 


, made choiſe ofthe better part, and waspreferred before her 
hſter,as Iacob ſped ſoonett of molt dainty veniſon, and pre- 
uented his brother ofthe blefiing, And alchough the care of 
Martha in entertaming of Chrift be norto be miſliked , yer 
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cob and Efau deſired to pleaſetheiraged father : bur Mary Genay 
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lob 3 


Gen 47 


Gen 45 


Luke 3 


HMaries choiſe, 


Manes diligence in hearing his doQtrine , is of purpoſe pre- 
ferred,toteach ys,thatitis much better with Mary to ſtudie 
in the worde, and fir{t to ſecke the kingdome of God, than 
with Martha to labour in the worlde, and to neglect that 
heauenly kingdome. And yet notwithſtanding, ſuch is the 
corruption ofthis ruſty age, that our greateſt care isto pro- 
uide Mn this preſent life, as therich man, Luke. 1 2.thatin- 
larged his barnes wherein to pur his ſtore for many yeares ; 
but wee neuer or verie late remember to prouide for the 
life ro come, like that otherrich man, Luke, 16. that neuer 
thought of heauen, till hee was tormented inthe flames of 
hell, 

In the 1.1, of Iohn, Chriſt is ſaid toJoue the whole fami- 
lie.and here he is ſaid to come yntothem., For whome hee 
loueth hee” cannot ch-vie but viſite , like the friends of Tob 
that came to comfort him inhis great aduerſtie: yea , and 
the greater loue he bearcth ynto any, the oftner hee will re- 
fort ynto them, yea, he will come and dwell with them, Ioh. 
14-23. LikeIacobthatcame downe into Egypt, to his be» 
loued ſonne Ioſeph,and dweltin Gothen, But Chriſt is yer 
more kind then Iacob was, for he came not till hee was ſent 
for with horſes and Chariots: but Chriſt came ofhisowne 
accord to this beloued familie. 

Thusdoth he alwaies preuentys with his bleſsings : be« 
fore he was deſired he came intothe world, he called his A- 
poliles before they came tohim,and before he was reque- 
fied hee came vnto thisnoble houſe . O happic houſe that 
entertayned ſuch a gneſt, butthrice happie inhabirantsto- 
whome ſuch a gueſt would youchfafe ro come ! When hee 
cametothe ſwiniſh Gadarens, they deſired himto depart 
out of their coaſtes, preferring their ſwine aboue their Saui- 
our: bur this godlie familie receiued him into their houſe, 
preferring their God before their golde, andthe health of 
their ſoules before their worldlie weatth. They receiued 
him into their houſe , who had not a houſe wherein to pur 


Math 8.19 hishead . Whereintheirhoſpitalicie is commended , and 


fhall 
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AMaries choiſe, 


ſhall certainly bee rewarded atthe dreadfull day : foryvith 
this and ſuchlike workes ofmercy,the Lorde ſhall anſwere 
theſentence ofiudgement , which is to bee denounced a» 
oaynſtche wicked, that neuer exerciſed thoſe workes of 
mercy. 

Lee vs learne by their example to bee harborous, and 
given to hoſpitahtie,vyhich is ſo often commended vnto vs 
inthe Scripture, and ſhall be ſorichly rewarded atthe laſt 
day. Thofe godly Fathers, Abraham and Lot, entertained 
Angelsin the habite offtraungers ; ſo wee may daily enter- 
taine Chriſt Icſus inthe habite ofa poore man, ofa blinde 
man, ofa lame man, and whatſocueris done ynto anie of 
theſe thatare his members, he accounteth and accepteth as 
done ynto himſelfe, 

Nowe as the vertue of hoſpitalitie is commendable in 
all ſortes of men : ſois it more eſpeciallie commended to 
the Miniſters, vyho are expreſlie commaunded by the 
Apoſtleamong otherthinges, to bee givento hoſpitalitie, 
Vato the Leuites in the time ofthe lawe, the Lord appoyn- 


Genas 
Genag. 


1.Tim.z 3 


ted cities of refuge, tolignifie that the Miniſters houle ſhuld Num. 35 


be the poore mans harbour,and his ſtore their treaſurie;bur 
thetrue Miniſters of our dayes haue no cities of refuge for 
others, for they haue none forthemſclues : they haue not 
wherewithtorclieuethe wants of others, for they haue not 
to relicue their owne. 

When Martha had thus entertained Chriftas hee was 
man, into her houſe, Marybegan to entertaine him as hee 
was G OD into her heart , ſhe fate at his feete to heare his 
preaching , for no ſaoner was Chriſt come intothe houſe, 
but thathe tooke occafiontoteach and inftruQtthe familie, 
and inſtead of bodily foode , which - beſtowed vppon 
him,to giue vnto them the foode ofthe ſoule. Thus doth he 
alwaies ſhew himſelfe a thankfull gueſt,into what houſe ſo- 
euer he entreth,hee leauerh better things behind him than 


he findeth, hee loucs not to bee in Zacheus debt for his din- Luke. »5. 


ner, for in ſtead thereof hee bringeth faluationto his houſe, 


Math 5.13 


Marth.s. 
Luke 4 
lohn 8 


Maths 


Luke$.14 
Exod 3 
Mark 10 


Mavies choiſe. 

neither doth he leaue his ſupper vnpaid for here,for in ſtead 
thereofhe beftowethypon them an heauenly ſermon. This 
ſhould be the exerciſe of faithfull Miniſters, when they are 
inuitedto great feaſtes, that as they are called the ſalt ofthe 
carth, ao nr toſcaſonthe meates,to make them ſa= 
uorie, and preſerue them from pnrrifattion, ſothey ſhould 
ſeaſonthe rabletalke with ſome godly ow.” mini- 
ſter grace vntothe hearers, Ephe. 4.29. 

Theſe fiſfters were godly women, and both earneſt fauo- 
rers of leſus Chriſt, and yetin the manner of their deuotion 
there is ſuch difference, that the worldly affeRion of the 
one,may in ſome ſortbe miſliked,in hed of the godly cx- 
etCiſe and practiſe of the other t Martha is ſore 1am 4" 
with much ſeruing, where a little ſeruice had bin ſufficient, 
but Mary is attentiue to heare the word of God, which ne- 
uer can be heard ſufficiently. 

Mary fitreth to heare the word, as Chrilt vſed to fie when 
he preached the word,to ſhew that the word isto be prea« 
ched and heard witha quiet minde. [n a {till night eueric 
yoyce isheard,and when the bodic is quiet,the minde moſt 
commonly is quietalſo. But Martha is troubled with other 
affaires, and therefore yufit to heare the word:asthe 
thatis ſurcharged with ſtones, or ouergrowne with weedes 
and thornes, is vnfit to teceiue the ſeede, or yeeld any fruite 
to him thattillethit. As often therefore as we cometo heare 
the word of God, we mult not come with diſtracted minds, 
wee mult not trouble our ſelues with the cares of this life, 
which ( as our Sauiour faith ) are thornes to choake the 
word, and co make it ynfruitfull, For as Moſes was vnfitte 
talke with God till he had put off his ſhooes,and the blinde 
man vnfit to come to Chril,tll he had throwne away his 
cloake : ſo wee. mult thinke our ſelues vnfit to heare the 
warde, and vnaprfor euery heauenly exerciſe, till wee haue 
put offour ſhooes, that is, our worldly cogitations and afe 
tections, and till we haue caſt away our cloake, that is,all 
lets and impediments which might. hinder vs from profis 
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Maries choiſe. 
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Whenour mindes are quiet, weare fit to deale with hea- 
uenly matters,therefore the DoQtors conferred fitting inthe 
Temple: and God delighteth to deale with vs when weare 
moſt priuate: he appeared to Abraham fitting inthe doore Gen.18 
of his Tent, The holy Ghoſt came downe vpon the Apo. Aftes % 
files, and filled all the houſe where they were fitting. The 
Eunuch fitting in his chariot , was called and conuened by AQcs 8 
Philips preaching. 

Marie fate ar Teſus feete, yet ſate ſhe not leeping,as many 
fit atthe preachers feete, bur ſhe ſate at Chriſt his teexc,and 
heard his word, As Paul was brought vpat the feere of Ga- , aq ,, 
maliel, and was perfectly inſtructed m the law of the fathers, 

Her humilitie 8 commended, in thatſhe fate ar Teſus feet, 
toſhew thatthe word is to be heard with all humulitie; her 
diligence andearneſines appeareth, inthatſhee would nor 
departtohelpe her ſiſter, to ſignifie thatthe hearing of the. 
word muſt be preferred before all worldlic buknes, 

Her diligence and humilitie ſeructh to condemne our 
negligence,and contemptof Chriſtand his word:we do not 
ficatChuiſt bis feete, nay wee rather ſex Chriſt at ourfeete, 
when wear ſo negligent in hearing ofhis word, | 

Wee are asſloyve to come tothe Church, as the Rauen Gen 8 
vvas to cone tothe Arke,andas loath to ſpend any time in 
the ſeruice of God,as Pharaoh vvas loath tolet the Ifraclites Exod 8.33 
goetoſerue the Lord, If a commoditie yyereto bee ſeene 
yyhereout ſome profite might ariſe, how careful vyould vve 
be toprocure it? vyhat paines yyould yye take to getit?Ab- 2.Sam 15 
ſolonyyas not more defirous of a kingdome, than the rich 
menofour timeare defirous of golden gaine, Burif it be a 
matrer of colt or trouble , if they cannot heare the worde 
preached without ſome hinderance totheir worldly buſines, 
and ſome extraordinarie charge to their purſe, then like the 
Gad are content to taketheirleaue of Chriſtand x ve 8 
his worde, and had rather loſe that heauenlic peazle, than Nath 13.49 
they would parte from their worldlie pelte. TY 
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Marieschoiſe. 


Thusin Chriſt wee haue the parterne of a good paſtour, 
and in Marie the patterne of a good hearer: Let Mmiſters 
learne by his example, to take all occaſions to preach the 
worde, to bee inſtant in ſeaſon andout of ſeaſon. andlet 
Chriſtians leame by her example , firlt to ſecke the king- 
dome of God and his rightcouſneſle, and then to prouide p 
the things ofthis life. | 


While Marie was carefull for the foode of the ſoule, Mar- 


tha was curious to prouide foode for the bodie, her greateſt 
care was toentertaine Chriſt, & ro make him good cheere, 
to teſtifie herthankfull minde vnto him that had dune fo 
| chinges forthem,; heehad raiſed her brother Lazarus 

om death to life, therefore he was worthie to bee well cn- 
terrained. 

If Elias deſerued to bee well dealt withall at 'the hande 
of his hoſteſſe, whoſe ſonne he had reſtored tolife : or Eliſa 
deſerued ſuch cntertainement for her ſonnesreuiuing: then 
ſurely our Sauiour Chriſt was worthie to bee welcome he- 
ther, where he had raiſed Lazarus out of his graue, wherein 
he hadlien bythe ſpace of foure dayesbefore. It was well 
done therefore of Martha to ſhew her thankfull minde vn- 
to Chriſt, butit was not well done at that time toſhew her 
ſelfe thankefullin that manner,it was thervtimeto heare the 
worde; foratthat time Chriſt preached the worde, it was 
notime forherto ſpend that time in other affaires, and to 
negle& the greateſt affaire, the meanes of her owne alua- 
tion, 

It wasnot ynlawfull for Martha to labour, no more than 
it was vnlawfull for Peter toſleepe; but when Chriſt was 
preaching, it wasno time for herto bee ſo buſie in ſeruing, 
no more than it was timeffor Peter toſleepe, when Chriſt 
willed him fo carneſtly to watch and praye. When Cheift 
preached out of Simons ſhippe to the people that ſtoode 
vpon the ſhore, it wasnotime for Peter to play the Fiſher- 
man. But when Chriſt had left peaking,and commaunded 
him to lanch into the deepe, then t was timefot Petertolet 
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ucrſaries, The Loxde cannor: abide- to heate his fenvarſts ill 
ſpoken of, but is alwayes zeadie to maintainetheirtight, and 
toanſwere fur them., He wilbnot ſoffer Labanavperkean 
ill wardeto bis feruart tacob; And #farbySuMirianthile- 
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wil 


Maries choiſe, 


wlmot abille his friends to be heckbired arill ſpoken of, but 

cibes he will anfivere in their defence, or he will bnde fome 

nieaftes toop their mouthes, and reſtraine the ſhunderous 

rongues of theirenemies,as ſometime heftopt Balaamspaſ- Num 22 

ſage, when he-went to curſc hjs people, & cauſed the dumbe 

bealt to ſpeake,and toreprooue the'madnes ofthe Propher, 2, Per.x-15 

rather than hee would hate his people to be curſed, -_ + + 
Thecpecgonnt Marthats name arguerh the vebemen- 

cic andearnglineſle of chisadmonition. The Lord is faine to 

be very carneſt and importunate with ys, before hee-canxe- 

claime ys; So, when God ſpake vago Abrabam, heecalled Gg.,,. 

kiqa twiſe by name ;.. Chriſt called Perer thrife by name, 

lohan 2 1. tocaule hin» make. þis three-folde cahfeſfion , to 

make amends for his three-folde deniall, And-when the 

Lord ſpake yo Samuel, he called hum 4. ſeuetall eimes by | 5. - 

name, before he anſwered ; for ſuch is the: great mercie of 

God, that he is contentto admoniſh-ysoſtenof our duetic&c 

ſuch.isthe dulnes & perutrſenes ofour crooktd nature, that 

wee.cannat be gained bythe firſt admonizon;burghe Lord 

muyſ}cal,vs ofic & earneſtly, befoge we witheatks-vnity hitn, 


. Thezegre rwaghingesin this peach6f Chriſt tobeobſers 
ued. The firlt fiIpodelt reprehnnſion of Marthac®\ime 
di,his drience.abdfaict ;, 


z z - Fare 
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.naaugn 2. as vey % ttmenauiceſuboth +23 !;@'f 
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cho bcc will aqr (icdraotci ben dtito hee 


ble andcoftthatſhtebaiows rior 
od vitcd role mats co lec] ndtionly 


requicall thage, gan makg for qurgopdeghenrs, i540 glue 
goodcounfell and wholcſome admonition to them that in- 
F, 2. uice 


Mares choiſe. 


ulte vs. When Chnſt dined with the Phariſe, Luke 1 1, and 

wasrmiſhked for not waſhing before dinner, he- cake occa» 

Luke 14 fonto reprouetheir hypocnifie,their outward ſheweofholi- 

nefle,which wasthe {in of the Phariſeandat an othertime 

he nocech them, for preſling tothe chiefe placesat ban _ 
& ſheweth what modefheisto be obſerued in fitting 

to meatc, and what gueſts fhould be bidden weahiats 

ſhould Preachers behaue chemfchues rovyards thoſe that in- 

uite thern co great fealtes , vyyhen they ſee perhaps ſometaulr 

ordiſordey, citheripthe maſterofthe e,or iti fone other 

ofthe. gueltes,20-fay vero them thus, or otherwiſe as the 

caſe requirezhvt'I will warne youof one thitlg that will doe 

you govod,chu you wold leaue your yfarie and extortion, 

your colrerouſnes & oppreſſion; rhat mo would leaue your 

iwearing & bhaſpheming the name of God, that you wo 

forbeare ropeophn the Lordes Sabboth, thatyou would 

leaueyour:'pr exctſlein your diet and arel], thar 

ow-wouldforboare to ſpeake if of any behind their backes, 

I (tant malice or Hatred to any of your neighbors. 
Theft are tho foahemitiel arcedlic to bee eſpied moſt 


iveuery place, and thefe-are the faultes pabich GE fukifuld 
miniſter of Chyif Iefusſhouldnor-lea 


antowan xc 2 af con, 

minde wot wh awvcarncft care hg 

aſter, 'Thaſodrevhie'thiniptbwdercin the Lorde delighterh, 

theſe utc tie Mneubed With he efireth, and which —_ ptes 
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aries choiſe, 
ferrech before all earthly cheare. 

Thus is Martha reprehended for her curiofitie : now let 
vs ſee how Marie s cxculed and commended for her godly 
eare. Onething isneceffarie ( faith Chriſt;) and what is thac 
one thing 2 Euen to heare the word preached, which is the 
power of God to ſaluation, toeueryone that belecueth, A 
man may better want all chinges, than that one needefull 
thing, and yet we dehre all ther thinges, and negleR that 
onerhing, whichis ſo needefull, 

This one thing hath Marie choſen, and therefore hath 
choſen the better part, - Marthaes part is good , becauſe it 
prouideth for this preſent life - but Maries part is better, be- 
cauſeit leaderh to eternal] life, It is to bee occupied 
abour our callmg, to get our living : but iris better to bee 
occupicd in hearitig the worde, which is able to ſaue our 
foules, As the head and the foote are both needefull in the 
bodie, ſo Mary and Martha are both needful ina Common. 
wealth ; man hathtwo vocations, the one earthly,by his la- 
bour, the other heavenly by his prayer. There is the active 
life , which confiſteth in pratifing the affayres ofthis lite, 
wherein man ſheweth himlelfe tobe like himſeife, andthere 
isthe contemplative life , which conſiſteth inthe medita» 
tion of diuine and heauenlie thinges, wherein man ſhewerh 
himſeife to belike rhe Argels:forthey which labour in their 
remporal yocarions, doc Jiue hke men, but they which la- 
bourin fpirituallmateers,live hke Angels. When they heare 
the word, God ſpeaketh vntothem2when they pray , they 
ſpeake vnto God, fo that there is a continual ence be- 
rweehe Gotfand them, becauſe they are comitwally exer- 


Chit nie re oy 5 hoſpiralitie,, as Iſaac loued 
Efau forhis veniſon, So did he loue Marie for her diligence Gen35. ub; 
in hearing his word,asRebecca loued Iacob for hearkning 
ther voice. Anurſe which hath herbreaſt full of milke, 
doth loue the child that fucks it from her : and Chriſt which 
hath his breaſt full ofheauenly milke, is glad when he hath 
childrento ſucke the ſame. Let vs thonveſacka Apoſtle 
willeth ys.z,Per.2.1 2.)laying afide al maliciouſneſſe,and al 

| F *3. guile 


j | Afaries choiſe, ©. 
HBFAy guile,and diſſimulation, and enuie;and alleuill ſpeaking, as 


OY new borne babes deſire the ſincere. milke ofthe word, that 
V \ we may growe thereby to bee perfeRt men in Chriſt Ieſus: 
" letvs breathe after the fountaine of living water, which , 
s Plalm42.! ſpringeth vpyntoetemalllife,.as the fainue Hart defirezh 
WI the water brooke to quench his thirſt : and for as much as 
ik, many things are ſotroubleſome,andonethingis fo necde- 


full,let vs ſeckethat one needful thing,the end of all thinges, . 
Eccle12.13 even tofearc God and keepe his commaundements, which: 
Heb 11.6 ywelearme by hearing the word of God, wherby faith(wich- 
ee the whichit isimpoſſibletopleaſe God,jis begonteaand 
*.* nouriſhed inthe hearts of men, SOL EP | 
1 hisisthat good part which Mary hath choſen , by 6 
much better than her ſiſters choiſe, becauſe itconcerneth a 
better life , and hath the fruition of this preſent life. Mary 
hatha double portion; ſhe heard the worde,, andate ofthe 
1.Tim.4.# meate which her ſiſter dreſſed, for godlineſle hath the pro- 
miſe of this life, and of the life to come, As for all other 
things, whether they be honors, promotions, pleaſures, a::d 
whar noc? They lerue only forthe maintenance ofthis pre- 
ſent life, which is ſo ſhorr and ſubicR to mutabilitic : but 
I.Pct1.13 the word of Godis thefoode ofthe ſoule, the bread of life, 
Luke 31.33 that immorall ſecede which bringeth forth fruite vnto crer-. 
** nalllife, Lexthe worde of God therefore be pretious vnto, 
vs, becauſe it:isfo permanent: forheauen and earth muſt, 
paſſe, but the-word of God endureth foreuer. }f we make; 
ehoiſc ofany thing beſide;jt muſt bee taken from vs,or wee 
fhall bee taken fromit : but if wee make choike ofthis one, 
thing,ic ſhall aeuer be takenfrom-vs ,neither.in this world, 
nor in the world to come. The Lord graugt that we benot 
lames r.22 ly hearers;but docrsofthe werdghogiempy pr paly ſad 
* ofvs,asChiilt faid ofhisDiſoiples thatheard Þy preaching, ; 
Math 12.50 Behold my brother , my ſiſter and mother : orashe anſwe-. 
\ Lyke11.28 redthe woman that commended his carnal kindred, Bleſſed. 
: arethty that heare thewordef God, and keepe phe ſame, 
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dna Abs 5 Doe the Pacher and aller ofiis 
chin [Thev (faith) ok Noab begantabe a buchand- 
nies; !Ehisis the frftrnamne which is,giuento. 2\ oub af- 
xirthefload; hee is calledan hubandmany zrdthe 
worke whichrismakationed, wasthe pl fe vherman 
—_— thinke when all men were anne vvith 
i id ,:.and; nogd1left alive to polleſſe bur 
«Gab ant] his ſorines \tharhee ſhould haue founde hire! 
.feniethingelſera doc, then to plant pare vipemnden) 22nd] 
the:holres Gbaft ſhoulde hays imiuled King of the 
worlde:,1andnot an busbandman of the earth, ſecing there 
.brwno ſock men 38 Noeh was, which bath Wo tus 


hand, theganie ki ng nebaokdgr ſhell by TE 
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qierfitic be- 
ewcene this age Sw fee nowea king 
to plough, a Sov AA Camea entleman 
ſheepe , hee ſhould bee ſcorned | GrbdadSearants 
then Noah was fortiisdrutkenadl zyct when wee reade 
how this Monarch ofthe warideheught:noſcome to plaic 
the husbandman,we confides. nothis princely calling, nor 
his ancient yeeres, nor his £0 commende 
his induſtrie, ormodeſty, or lowlic minde therein, Which 
mizy text vy  burnllitie \ thohoH wee thafmerp diſdaine hus- 
bandrie.Of whom wilt welcarhe tbee bumble, if Ki 
ſcm, and the ſodne of God humbleth himſelfe 
heauents earth , and yer wee'contemne the c 
ofthe Kingesofthe earth, and the cannge of the pot 
| heaven. 
''The me wiswhen 26dewi i Aelued ton 
Dazid keyt heepe ,andalithe dard ded, oaled 
pr en amen any en were abo- 


00s, mn the fame yerſe) 
oftheir beethden : 


Snerbythong \-ſromiedevator their worke, 
"which wogld be chaftned thernſelues, becauſe they worke 
not. There was noarte nor ſcience which was ſomuch ſer 
wm eres 57 rom 5s 


wealth; brin profic ynto ir ife; thar 
plane oFHREl-rkbour cauſe, and herd A eat 


"chem whichue hy her as thispametull # rar". 1" 
'drie + thatitismaruell _ man will cake 
Le be contemned for his ,andbea 


ghd bang] fas pray yencyr dentro 
es ee hes thetr they toe toe themiſdues, No marvel} thei 
*thaugh many in; the poare countries rtiamitre-and bom. 
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ues; 


Noabsdrunkenneſſe; 


cthemſclues : bur itis marucll if cheir complaint donot tow: 
intime to rebellion , and pull others as lowe as themſelues? 
tor why ſhould the greateſt paine yeeldthe lefle profit ? yet 
this is their caſe; for if you marke , you ſhall ſce that the huſ= 
bandman doeth bate the price of his fruites ſo ſoone as the 
dearth is paſt, though hee raiſcthit alittle while the dearth 
laſtech'; but they which raiſe che price of their wares with 
him, ſcldome fall againe, but make men pay as deere when 1 
the dearth is paſt, asific were a dearth {Hl Thusa plentiful 
ycere doth damage him, and a hard ycere doth vantage 
chem.So this paintul man is faine role poote!y,fare mean« 
ly,go barely,houſe homely, riſe early, labor daily,ſelcheap, 
and bye deere,that I may truely ſay,thatno man deteruerh 
his liuing berer, no man fulfilleth the lawe neerer : that is, 
thou ſhalt gerthy huing inthe fwear of thy browes; then 
this poore ſonne of Adam,which pickes hiscrums outof the 
earth. Therefore he ſhould not bee mocked for his labour, 
which hath vexation enoughthough all menſpeake well of 
him: and in my opinion, ifany deſeruetobe loued for his in- 
nocencie , or for his trneth, or his paine , or the good which 
hee brings to the Common. wealth, this Realme isnotſo 
muchbcholding to any fortof men(butthoſe that feed the 
ſoule\ as thoſe which feed the body,thar is, thoſethart labor 
the carth;yet you ſee how they liue like drudges, asthough 
they were your ſeruants to prouide foode for you, andafter 
to bring it to your doores 2 asthe beaſts ſerue them, ſorhey 
ſerue you, asthough you were another kind of men. Ican 
notthinke ypon their miſery butmy thought telsme,thar 
it is a great partofourvnthankefulneſſe,that we neuer con- 
ſider whatan eafie life and living God hath given vnto ys,in 
reſpeRtof them. 

Ifthe Apoltles rule were kept, they which do not worke 
ſhouldnot cate ; butnowe they which donot worke, cate 
moſt: and the husbandmen which worke, cate not,butare 
like Bees , which prepare foode for other and pinch them- 


ſclues. Ler vs conſider this, for they had not one lawand we 
C.1, another? 


Noahs drunkenneſſe. 


another : butthe ſame curfle which was denounced ypon 
Adam , wasdenounced vpon all his children , that eucrie 
man ſhould get his living in the ſweate ofhis browes, Al- 
though I know therebe diuers workes, and diuers gifts,and 
diuers caliings to work intyet alwaies — which 


do nor worke ſhould noteat,for inthe ſweat of thy browes, 
that is, in labour andtrauell, thou king, and thou Judge, 
and thou prelate , andihou landlord, and thou gentleman, 
ſhalrgerthy liuing as Adi thy father did, orelſe thou doeſt 
aucide the curſle, anda greater curſſe ſhall followe:thatis, 
they which will not ſweat in earth, ſhal ſweatin hell, 

Adam had foode aſwell asthou, and ſo had Noah;and 
more then thou, vuleſſe thou had(t all , for they had all and 
yer yy might not bee idle, becauſe their handes were not 
giuen them for nothing : Some worke with their pen, ſome 
with their tongues, ſome with their fingers ; as narure hath 
made nothing idle , ſo God would haue no manidle , bur 
thet he which isa Magiſtrate, ſhould dothe worke ofa Ma- 
giſtrate : he which is a iudge,ſhould dothe work of a iudge: 
he which is a captaine, ſhould do the worke ofa capraine,he 
which isa miniſter, thould doe the worke of aminifter; as 
when Noah was called 2n husbandman, hee did the worke 
of an hucbandman, This contempt ofthe c doeth 
threaten tothe land as much as any thing elſc in our 
daies, e their burden bee caſed,and their eſtimation 
qualifiedin ſome part totheir paines, Thinking that you 
hauc not heard of this theame before , ſeeing the wordes of 
my Textdid lie for it,thus much Ihaue ſpokento put you in 
mind howeafily youliue in reſpeR ofthem ; andto centifie 
our minds towards our pcore brethren, whichin deed ſeeme 
too baſe in our cies, & are ſcorned for their labours,as much 
as weſhoutd befor our idlenefle, 

Then (ſaith Moſes) Noah began to be a hurbandman . In 
thatir is here ſaid that Noah beg er, it doth nor diſproove 
thathce gaue not himſelfe tro husbandrie before , bur it im- 
poreth;that Noah began to ſet vp husbandrie againe os 


Neahs arunkenneſſe. 


the Aud beforeany other ; ſorhus good man recomforted 
with che experience of Gods fauour (vyhich had exempred 
him and his ſcede out of allthe vyorld) and rejoicing to ſee 
the face ofthe earth againe after the wace:s yyere gone, 
han olde man,and yycake then he vyas,yet hee retur- 
neth to his labour afreſh, and ſcomed noxto ill and plant 
for all his poſſeſſions , as though hee were an husbandman:; 
ſuch a lowlines 1s alwaics joined with the feare of God, thar 
they y are humbled with religion, do not thinke themſelues 
too good todo any good thing Here note by the way,that 
none ofNoahs ſonnesare ſaid to beg this worke, but No- 
ah himſclfe, the olde man ,the hoary head and carefull Fa- 
ther begins toteachthe reſt, and ſhewes his ſonnes the yvay 
how they ſhould pcouide for their ſonnes ; and howe al che 
ryorld after ſhould lue by labourand trauell till they return 
toduſt ; ſothe old man yyhome age diſpenceth vvichallto 
take hiscaſe, is more vvilling to prouide forthe vyantes of 
his children , then they are vyhich are bound co labour for 
themſclues andtheir parents too, as the Storke doeth feede 
the dam yyhen ſhe is olde, becauſc the dam fed ber yyhen 
(he yvas young. What a ſhamc is this to Shem andlapheth, 
thatis,to ys vvhich are young and firong , that the father 
ſhould be called alaborcr vvhen the ſonnes and by?Now, 
the ground vas barren becauſe ofthe floud, and could nor 
bring foorth fruite ofic ſelfe,becauſe ofthe curſe: therefore 
it pxied Noahgo ce the defolation and barrennes, & ſlime 
ypon the face ofthe earth,vvhichhee had ſcene ſo glorious 
and ſweet, and fertil,vvith all maner of herbs and fruits, and 
flowers before, Therefore he ſetteth himſelfe to manure it, 
vvhich yvaited for nothing now, but a painefull labourerto 
till anddrefle it,that it might bring forth delightes & profits 
for ſinful man,as ie did betas By this vvc may learneto yſe 
all means for the obtaining of Gods bleſſings, & not tolole 
any thing yyhich vye mighthaue or ſauce for want of paines, 
for thatis fin. As Salomon noteth in the 24.ofPro, yvben he 
reproucth y ſlouchful RM "INE his field —_— 
*2, Or 
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footthNettles and Thiſlles in ſteade of grapes, not becauſe 


the grounde wouldenot beare Grapes. bur becauſe the 
ſNoutirfull man woulde not ſeethem , Shall God command 
the earth and all hiscreatures to increaſe for vs,and ſhallnot 
we further their increaſe for ourſelucs? as wee increaſeand 
multiply our ſclues, ſo. wee are bound to ioynehande and 
helpe, chat all creaturesmay increafe and multiply too, or 
elſe the Fathers ſhould cate the childrens portion , and in 
time thcre ſhould be nothing left for them that come after? 
this regard Noah ſeemerhto haue vnto his poſteritie , and 
therefore heegaue himſclfeynto husbandrie, which is com- 
mendedin hinsynrothis day, and ſhall be: recorded of him 
fotong asths bookeisread : whereby wee are warned,thar 
he which liuethonly to himmſelfe, is nottobe remembred of 
them whichliue aftcr ;But as Dauid cared how the realme 
ſhould be gouerneg after his death, aſwell as he did during 
his life zforrhoughwedic and departrhis'worlde, yer wee 
ſhould leauethatexample,orthoſe bookes, or thoſe workes, 
behinde vs, which may profit the Church and Common- 
wealth'when vvearedead and buried; as much as wee <1d 
vyhen vye lived 97 A as Noah planted a vine- 

yard;not tor himſelfe;,burforthe agesto come after, ./ - 
Some dothinke that Noah planted the firſt vineyarde, 
and drunke the firſt vvine,: and that there was no vſe of 

pes before: 'vvhich opinion they are led yntoythat th 

mis excuſe Noah and ara As faulte ifhee did fu 
toodeepe oftharcup,, the ſtrength and operation yyhereof 
vvasnot knowne vnto him nox ynto any man before , - But 
itis not like, thatrhe excellent liquor and yyholſome iuice 
ofthe grapedidlic hid fromthe yvorldeſo many hundreth 
yeers , andno doubt bur there vvere vines from the begin- 
ning,created with othertre*s; for how could Noahplant a 
vineyard, vnleſſe hehad ſlippesof other vines or grapesthat 
grew before, ſecing he did not create fruites bur plant fruits 
as vye doe? forthisis principally to bee noted, that ſo ſoone 
as he hadoportuuitiero doc god, he omitted notime; but 
preſently 
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preſently after the loud was gone,and that the earth began 
rodrie,heplicd it with feedes, and wrought ittill he ſaw the 
fruites ofhis labour, By this we learne, toomir no occaſion 
to doe good, but when ſoeuer wee may doe good, to count 
itſinne if we doe it not. 

But if we be ſo exerciled, thenall our workes ſhall prof< 
perlike the vineyard of Noah, becauſethe fruite of the vine 
dooth cheare the countenance and glad the heart of man, 
Therefore ſome haue gathered vpon the planting of this 
vineyard,afignification ofgladnes and thankefulnes in No- 
#b for this late deliuerance, as the Tewes by their ſolemne 
feaſtes did-cclebrate the memonall of ſome great benefit; 
butT rather iudge, that God would haue vs ſee in this exam- 
ple,whatmen did ia thoſe dayes, and how we are degene- 
rate from our parents, that we may prepare againſt the fire, 
as Noah prepared againſt the water. 

This is wotthie to bee noted to, that God did not fo re- 
gard his husbandrie, but that he had an eye to his drunken- 
nes, and ſpeakes of his fault aſwel as his vertue; wheteby ve 
are warned, that though God bleſſevs now while wee re- 
member him, yet hee will chaſten vs ſo ſoone as wee forget 
him : though we bein a good name now, infamie willriſe 
inanhoure : though we be richatthis preſent, pouertie may 
come ſodainely : though we bee well while wee are heere, 
yet we may fall licke before night, euen as Noah is prayſed 
in one verſe, and diſprayſed in an other : cuen now God 
commends him for his lowlines, and now diſcommends 
him for his drunkennes : as though hee had forgot all his 
rightcouſnes ſo ſoone as hee ſinned, and would call in his 
praiſe againe, 

This was to ſhewe; that Noah was not ſaucd from the 
floud, becauſe he deſeruedto bee ſaued, but becauſe God 
had a fauour vnto him: forhe which was not drowned with 
water, was drowned after with wine, As the Phariſes when 
they had done well were proud of it,and lol theirreward:fo 
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When Noah had done a good worke, he ſpotted it with fin, 
and was diſpraiſed where hee was praiſed ,asthough God 
repented him that he cmpateliin . He planted well, 
buthe drunke not wel : therefore that which was good did 
him hurt; then ſecing hee was trapped vvith a good worke, 
yvhatſocuer we doe , wee may remember howe eaſie it is 
co france, ifwee milſe in the matter, or inthe maner, oc 
time,or the place, orthe meaſure, as Noah did . Hee 
which planteth the vineyarde, is worthy to, taſte of the 
.grape,but ifthou haue found hony(faith Salomon) eace not 
too much leaſt thou ſurtet; Soif thouhaſt found wine, drink 
not too much leaſtthou ſurfer, A little wine is betterthen a 
greatdeale, and ifthou wiltfollowe the Apoltles counſell, 
thoumulſt drinke it but for thy Romackes ſake, leaſt that 
happen to thee , vvhich thou thalt heare of this noble Patri- 
arch, hee vyas neuer ſo righteous before God and 
men, though he eſcaped the deſtruction, which lighted yp- 
onall the world,though he had al the foules ofthe ayre and 
bealts ofthe lande at his command, though hee _ 
ilgrimage of man nine hundrerh yeeres, yet Noah was 
a 4 auncient, ſo righteous, fo might, lo happe 
Noah ſhewed himſelfe but a man, for drinking the wine 
which himſclfc had planted, he was drunken. This is Noahs 
fault, he was drunken with his owne vvine, as Lot was de- 
filed vvich hisowne daughters. If Cham his ſonne had ta- 
kentoo much,and ſtripr himſelfe as his father did, the holie 
ghoſt would ſcarce haue ſpoken of it, becauſe he was a man 
ofnonote; but when the father forgate himſelfe and gaue 
this offence , marke the maner of the holic Ghoſt, as 
he would ſhew you a yvonder : hee diſplaieth Noahs drun. 
kennefſe, as Cham diſplayed his e: asifhe would 
ſay, come and ſee the (irengthof man, Hee which vyas 
counted fo righteous, hee which belecued thethreatning 
like Lot vyhen the reſt mocked, he to whom allthe foules 
of the ayre, andthe beaſtes of the earth flocked in couples 
 astheycameto Adam; hee yyhich was reſerued _ 
clare 
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clare the iudgementes of God, and to beginne the worlde 
againe : Noah the example of fobriectic , the example of 
moderacion is ouercome with drinke, asif hee had neues 
beene the man. Ho eafie, how quicklie the iuſt,the wiſe, 
the prudent , hath loſt his ſence, his memoric, his reaſon as 
though he had neuer beene the man, | 

And how hard isit to auoid ſinne, yyhen occaſion is'at 
hand, and pleaſant opportunitie tempteth to finne? itisea- 
fier forthe bird ro goe by he ner then to breakethenet: fo 
itis eaſier fora manto auoide temptations then to ouer- 
come temprations : therefore God forbad Balaam, nos 
onelic to curſe the people as Balacke woulde haue him, but 
hee forbad him to goe with Balackes ſeruauntes, knowing 
that if hee went vvith them and ſawe the. pompe of the 
Courte , and hearde the king himſclfe ſpeake vnto him, 
and feltthe tickling reward, it woulde ſtraine bis conſci- 
ence, and make him doubt yyhether hee ſhoulde curſe or 
bleſle, 

Peter but vvarming himſelfe at Cayphas fire, vras ouer. 
come by a filly Damſel to dothat vyhich he never thought, 
euentoforſweare his Lord God; therefore Daniell yyoulde 
not cate of the kinges meate, leaſt hee ſhould bee tempted 
tothe kinges wt} ce ge rr is no vvay toeſcape 
fine, but to auoide occaſion , Therefore Dawd prayeth, 
T urne away mine cies from vanity; as though his cics would 
drawe his heart as the baite tilleth on the havcke , Noah 
thoughttodrinke,he thoughtnotto be drunke : but as hee 
yvhich commethtothe fieldto ſoundethe trumpet isſlaine 
as ſoone as he vyhich commeth to fight : ſothe ſame vyine 
diſtempereth Noah vyhich hath diſtempered ſo manie 
ſince. Where hee thought totake his rewarde , and taſte 
the fruite ofhis ovync handes, God ſer an eucrlaſting blox 
ypon him, vyhich ſtickes faſt cillthis daie, like a barre in his 
armes,ſo long as thename of Noahis ſpoken of, that yyee 
cannotreade ofhisyertue but vyee muſt reade of his finne 
yyhereby cucry manis yramedto receiuethe gifts of God 
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reuerentlie, to vſc them ſoberly, and to ſanRtifie himſelfe, 
before he rezch foorth his hand vnto them, that they may 
comfort and profit ys, with that ſecret bleſſing which God 
hath hid inthem, or elſe every thing, the beſt giftes of God 
may hurt ys: as the pleaſant wine ſtained and confounded 
the great Patriarch,when he delighted roo much in it, which 
hee inight haue drunke as Chriſt did at his laſt Supper,and 
this diſs racehad neuer bene written in his ſtory, but God 
would haue a fearfull example like the pillar ofſalr, to ftand 
before thoſe beaſtes, whole onely ſtrife is to make trial, 
who can quafte decpeſt, and ſhewe all their yaliantneſle 
in wine, 

Becauſe there is ſuch warning before vs, now wee haue 
the drunkard in ſchooling, 1 mill pend the timethat 1s left, 
roſhew you the deformitie of this finne. If any heare mee 
which hauc bene oucrtaken with it, letthem not maruell 
why he cannot loue his enemies, which loueth ſuch an ene- 
mie asthis, whichleadeth till he recleth , dulles him till he 
be a foole, and ſicaleth away his ſence, his witte, hisme- 
morie, tus health, his credit, his friendes: and when ſhee 
hath ſtripped him as bare as Noah, then ſhee expoſeth him 
like Noah to Cham, and all that ſee him doe mocke him: 
itisa wonder almoſt, that any man ſhould bee drunke that 
hath ſcene a drunkard befure, ſwelling and puffing, and fo- 
ming, and ſpuing,and groueling like a beaſt;for s. would 
be like abeaſt forall the world ? Looke yp onthe drunkard 
when hiseies ſtare, his mouth driuels, his tongue faulters,his 
face flames, his handes tremble, his feete reele : how vgly, 
how monſtrous, how loathſome dooth hee ſecme to thee? 
ſo loathſome dooſt thou ſceme to others when thou art in 
chelike raking, 

And how loathſome then doeft thou ſeeme to God? 
Therefore the firſt layve yvhich Adamreceived of God yvas 
abſtinence, vyhich if he had kept, hee had kept all yertues 
beſide, butintemperancieloſt all, In abſtinence the lavye 
came to Moſes,and he faſted yyhen he recciuedit, to _ 
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that they which receiue the word of God, receiue it ſobc t- 
lie, Atcmperate man ſcldome finneth, becauſe the fleſh 
which dooth tempt is mortified, leaſt it ſhould tempt; but 
whenthe handmaid is aboue the miſtris, and a man hath 
loſt the image of God, and ſcarle retaineth the image of 
man; all his thoughte: and ſpeeches and aCtions' muſt needs 
be linne, and 7 bur inne, becauſe the band of vertue 
ſobrietie is broken, which kept all rogerher. when did(tthou 
wante diſcretion to conſider? when did({t thou want pati- 
enceto forgiue 7 when did(t thou want conticiencie to re- 
fraine ? when didſtthou want hart to pray, but when ſobri- 
efie was fledde away, and intemperancie filled herroome? 
#ſhamelet to finne,it caſtethout finne : iffeare let to linue, 
it caltethour feare : if loue let to ſinne, it expulſerhloue: if 
knowledge letto ſinne, it expulſeth knowledge, like a co- 
uetous Landlord, which would haue all to himſelfe and 
dyellalone, 

There is no {ine , buthathſome ſhewe of yertue, onely 
the finne ofdrunkennefleis like nothing bur fine: there is 
no fin but although it hurt the ſoule, ir beautifieththe body, 
or promiſeth profit, or pleaſure, or gloric, or ſomething to 
his ſeruantes; onely drunkenneſſe is ſo impudent, that it 
deſcrieth irſelfe; ſo ynthankefull that it bur + no recom- 
pence : ſonoyſome that it conſumeththe bodie, which ma- 
nie finnes ſpare, leaſt they ſhould appeare to be ſinnes, E- 
very finne defilerh a man, but drunkennefle maketh him 
like abeaft : every finne defaceth a man, but drunkennes 
taketh away the image ofa man: eueryſinne robbeth a man 
ofſome vertue, but , dhe waar ſtealech away all vertues 
at once; cuery ſinne deſerueth puniſhment, but drunken- 
nesvpbraidesa man, while the wine is inthe ſtomacke, and 
chough he would Aiflemble his drunkenneſle, yethee is not 
able to ſet a countenance of it, bur the childe deſcrieth him, 
the foole knowesthathe is drunke, becauſe his face bewray- 
eth him, like the leproſie which braſt out of the forchead; 
foworthily hath heloſtthe opinion of ſobrietic, which hath 

H, I. loſt 
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loft it ſe'fe. His ſonne thinkes hirnſelfe more maſter now 
then his father : his ſeruantmakes him afoole : his children 
teade him like a childe , his wife yſeth him like a ſervant 2 
and alchough his drunkenneſl< leaucth him when hee hath 
lept, yet no man ſcekes to him for counſell after, no man 
regards his word, no manreckens of his iudgement, no man 
is perſiwaded by his counſell, no man accountes of his leat- 
ning, no man hatch any gory co accompany with him, but 
ſoſoone as drun'cennes hath made him like 'a beaſt, euery 
man abhorreth him like a beaſt, as they did 7 abuchadie- 
zar : the ſpirit flycth from him leaſt hee ſhould grieucit, his 
friendes goc away leaft he ſhould ſhame them, and no ver- 
rues darc come neerelealt he ſhould defile thera, 
How many thinges flic out when wine gocsin? how is it 
then that he which loueth himſelfe, can be focruel to him- 
ſelfc, thathe ſhould loue his life and ſhorten his life ? that he 
ſhould louc his health,and deſtioy his health?rhat he ſhould 
loue his ſtrength, and weaken his ſtrengeh?rhat hee ſhould 
loue his wealth, md conſume his wealth 2 chat hee ſhould 
louc his credit,and cracke his credit? that hee ſhouldeloue 
his vaderſtanding,and ouerturne his ynderftanding? thathe 
ſhould louc his beautie,and deforme his beautic ? The Po- 
etsneede faining no more, that men are transformed into 
beaſts, for ifthey were liuing now, they ſhould ſee men like 
beaſtes: ſome lice Lyons.lome like wolues, ſome like foxes, 
ſome like bearcs, ſome like ſwine: who is the beaſtwhen 
the beaſtes fatisfie nature and man fatisfie appetite 2 when 
the beaſteskeepe meaſure and man exceeds meaſure ?when 
the beaſtes >re found labouring, and man founde ſurfeting? 
who is the beaſt? Thaue read of a bird which hath the face 
of a man, but is ſo cruell ofnature, that ſometime for hunger 
ſhe will ſet ypon aman and ſlay him : after when ſhe comes 
torthir ft vntothe waterto drinke, ſeeing the face in the wa- 
terlike rhe face ofhim whome ſhe deuoured, for grieferhat 
ſhe hath killed onelike her ſelfe, takes ſuch ſorrow, thatſhe 
neuer catethnor drinketh after, but beats, and frers,& pines 
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herſelfe to death, What wilt thou doe then which haſt nct 
flaine one like thy ſelfe, bur thy ſelfe, thy very ſelfe with a 
cup of wine, and murdereſt ſo many vertues and graces in 
one howre? 

As Eſas (old hislandand liuing for a meſſe of pottage, fo 
the drunkard ſelleth his ſence, anc} witte, and memorie, and 
creditfor a cupof wine. Thouhali not murthered thy bro- 
ther like Care, but thou haſt murthered thy {clte like ludas: 
as the Rechabites abſtaining from wine, as ſonadab bad the, 
obtained the bleſſing which God had appointed to the 11- 
raclices; ſolet ys take heede,leaſt they which we account I- 
dolaters, whileſt they faſt and watch, obrtaine the bleſſing 
which God hath appointed for vs (get away the bleſſing) 
while we fit downe tocate, and riſe toplaye. Therefore, as 
Chriſt ſaid, remember Lox wife, ſo I lay, remember Lor: 
one houre of drunkennefle did him more hurt then all his e- 
nemies in Sodom; remember Noah,one houre of drunken- 
nes diſcovered that which was bid fixe hundred yeeres. Ten 
times more might be ſaid againſt this vice; but I haue faid c- 
noughtomake you abhor it, I haue ſaid as much as I would. 

Some goe about to excuſe Noah becauſe he was ar, olde 
man, and therefore might ſoone be taken cupſhor: ſome be- 
cauſe the wines were hotter in thoſe countries , then they 
are with vs; ſome becauſe of his change of drinkes, which 
had not woonted himſclfe to wine betore : ſome becauſe as 
moſt men delight inthat which by great labour they haue 
broughtto vaſke ofthemſclues. 

Sono maruell though Noah had a longing to his owne 
grapes;following heercin the example of a curious Cooke, 
which dooth ſup and ſup his b: oth, to taſt whether ir be wel 
ſeaſoned, thathe may mendit ifhe can, or mende the next: 
bur as the flye by often dallying with the candle, at laſt 
ſcorcheth her wings with the flame, ſoraking hee was ta- 
ken, and atlaft wasdrunke : yet thisis imputed to him for 
hisfault, thathe was drunke, as the puniſhment which fol- 
lowes dooth witneſſe, Such is the prouidence of God, 
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- thathis mercie might be glorified in all, he hath concluded 


all vuder finne, and ſuffered the beſt to fall, that no man 
mighc truſtin his owne ſtrength, and chat wee ſeeing heir 
repentance, maylearneto riſe againe how grieuous ſocuer 
ourſinnes be. If we haue bene idolaters, if adulterers, if per- 
ſecutors, if murmurers,ifmurtherers,if blaſphemers,if drun- 
kardes: A-ron,and A:ſes,and Lot,and Abraham, and Da- 
uid & Salomon,and Peter, and Paxl,and Noah, hauc bene 
thelike;who raigne nowin the kingdome of Chriſt with his 
angels, and ſo may we, if we repent like them, Theſe ex- 
amples faith Paul, are not written for our imiration, but for 


Our admonition. 


Thus you haue ſeene Noah ſober, and Noah drunken, 
Whereby we may ſeethat'a man may bee drunke with his 
owne wine, he may ſurfer with his owne meates, hee may 
luſt with his owne wife, he may offend with his owne giftes, 
his owne honor may makehim proud,his owne riches may 
make him couetous, his owne ſtrength may make him yen- 
turous, his owne wit may make him contentious: there-= 
fore, as the childe pluckes out the ſting before hee rakes the 


hony, ſolet euery man, before he receauesthe _ of God, 
it downe, and looke what baites, what ſnares, what 


cemprations ſathan hath hidinthem, and when 
hehathtaken out the ſting, then eate the 
hony, and hee ſhallyſe the bleſ< 


ſings of Chriſt as Chriſt - ; 
did himlelfe, ; [ } 
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T he contentes. 


1 Theſinners conuerſion, 

2 Theſinners confeſſion. 

x Apraierfor the Morning. 

2 Apraicrto beſaidatall times, 


3 Another zcalous praicr, 


THE SINNERS CONVERSION. 


The T ext , 


Luke 29.verſes,1.2.3-4.5. 
1. Now when leſus entred and paſſed through Terichs, 
2.Rehold thre was a man named 7 acch-us which was the 
Chiefe receiaer of the tribute andhe was rich: | 
3. And he ſought to ſee Jeſus, wh . he ſhould be, & could not 
for thepreaſe.becauſe he was of a low ſtature. 
4. Wherfere heran before,and climed up mroawild fig tree, 
that he might [ze him, for he ſhould come that way, 
$» Andnher /eſus came to the place , he l:oked vp,and ſawe 
hm and ſaid vnto him, Zaccheus , come downe at once : 
for to dy 1 muſt abide at thine bouſe. ' 


IN the end ofthe chapter before going , wee may ſee how 

Chriſt healed a man, blind in his bodily fight, namely Bar- 
timeus,v. hereby he ſheweih himlelle to be the Phiſition of 
the bodie : Here wee ſhall ſee how hee cured one bliude in 
mind, namely Zaccheus, whereby hee ſheweth himſelfe to 


be the Phiſirion of the ſoule, and therefore the Sauiour ofthe FPhe #-33 


whole man. 

In ſpeaking of Zaccheus and his conuerſion, we will ob- 
fd circumſtances. Fiſt,the place where he was cal- 
led, which was Ienicho,Secondly,the perſon that was called 
Zaccheus the Publican.Thirdly,bywhom and how he was 
called,by the voice of Chritt. Andlaftly che effeR and fruit 
ofhis calling, his gavd confeſſion. - 

T be firſt circumſtance. 

Firftthereforefor the place where bee was conucrted it 
appearcthto bee lericho, a Cittie nor. farte diſtant from 
Icrufakem. It was ſometime ainotable Cittie, till it was 
ſubuerted and rumated by the Lordes: Champion loſua. 


Ie was builded againe inthe dayes of Ahab, by Hiellthe , +, 
Bethelite ,- and remaiveth at thisdaig nidGexeſtoſthat hes 1634 


lohn 9,53 


Rom 2-13 


The finners conuer ſion. 
halie land, vnderthe Turkiſh Empire ; Vnto this Icricho, 


the Lorde of heauen and carth youchſaferh to come in the 


likeneſle ofa ſeruant, And as Ioſua compaſied /erzcho feuen | 


times, minding to deſtroy ir, ſo Chritt the true Ioſua,reſorted 
oftentimes to /eric:o,minding roſauc it, But asin the de- 
ſtruftion of /erichs , Ioſua ſpared none but Rahab the har- 
(ot: ſolefusin his ioumey to Iericho, conuerted none bur 


Ho. 


Zaccheus the Publican, When Ioſua had conquered & ra- | 


ſed /ericho, he jowed ſalt init tomakeit barren, and curſed | 


him that ſhould attempt to builde it yp: yet in this barren 


ſoyle Chriſt hath his ſpirituall harueſt, andin this curſed Ci- |} 


tic he hatha holy Temple,a bleſſed building. Samaria that 
wicked Cittic affourdeth many that belecuc in Chriſt, oh, 
4-39-AndourofGalile,from whence they thought no god 
thing might come , John 1,verſ{.46.Chriſt called diuers of 
his Apoltles, and cucn in Ierichothis cuiſed Cittie, Chriſt 
hath a rich mi thatis robe ſaued. In cuery place Chriſt hath 
his choſen. There isneither Iew nor Gentile, Barbarian nor 
Scythian, bond norfree, but Chriſt is all nall,to allthar call 
ypon him, Rom.10.12. 


The ſecond Carcu ſtance. | 


Nowefolloweth the deſcription of Zaccheus, which is 
moſt plainly & fully ſer forthyntovs, The holy Gholt ſpea- 
king of Zarchexgand his conterſion, comes m withau ” 
ce, Behold;as if ic were a wonder that Zacchewe ſhould: b 
conuerted. Zaccheus was a Gentile , a Publican, and a rith 
man,and therefore behold.a miracle, as if in the conucrſhon 
of Zacchens,theſe three ſhould be conuerted at once, 
Zacchens wasaGertile, a meruaile roſcea Gentile be- 
come 4 Iewe; that is; cobelceuc in Chriſt, He was a princi= 
pall Publican, ' A ſ(rangething toſcea chiefe Cuſtomer to 
ine ouer his office;andhee wasrich alſo : arare manterto 


Math 19.23 ſee arich manwoenter intothe kingdome of God:and ther- 


fore beholde #miracle , as if at this dayc, the Turke, the 
- 4 Pope, 
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Pope , andthe King of Spaine , were at once perſwaded to 
forlake their idolatry and ſuperſtition, Chriſt going to Teru- 
falem, conuerteth a Gentile, to ſignific the calling of the 
Gentiles: he conucrteth a Publican,to ſhew that notorious 
finners may hope to be ſaued, if they repentand amend, as 
Zacchers did. Hee conuerteth arich man, toſhewethar all 
rich men arenotexcluded from the kingdome of heauen, 

Hee was called Zacchexws before his conuerſion , buthee 
was neuer truely called Zacches til! Chriſt called him ſo. 
His name ſignifying, fimple , pure , honeſt; bur his life was 
ſubtile, impure, and moſt deteſtable, Thusmany are called 
by honeftnames, whoſe deedes bewray theirdiſhoncſina- 
eures, and vices oftentimes arc ſhrowded in the habites of 
venue, like Eſops Aﬀſe,masking in ths Lions skinne, till his 
long eares deteCthisfollie;or like the Crowe that is decked 
in others plumes, till every bird do plucke his feather, 

Zacchens by his profeſſion was a Publican, and therefore 
much detefted ofthe Iewes ; for Publicans were the Ro- 
maine Officers, appoynted to gather and receiue pubhque 
cuſtome or tribute of the Iewes, who were at that time in 
ſubieRionynto the Romaines. And among theſe Ofh- 
cers, Zacchens was the chicfe, and (asit ſeemerh) Oner-ſcer 
of the reſt that were in /ericho, and therefore in chiefe ha- 
tred among the Jewes,asone that chiefely fanoured the Ro- 
manstyranny,and ſcrued to abridgetheir countrielibertie, 
which ought not tobeſubieRto any nation; 

Beſides,he contemned the ceremonies ofthe /ewes, and 
regarded not their Religion, nor lwed after their lawe , and 
therefore with the reſt of the Heathen Publicanes , was ex- 
communicate out of their Synagogue, Math. 18, 

Thus was hee hated for his profeffion, becauſe hee was a 
Publican , and forhisreligion , becauſe hee was a Heathen, 
Yet was he beloued forhis wealth, for rich men haue 
41196 he I SHE _ they doneuer ſo wicked- 

y,yethaue they ſome totaketheirparts. If they ſpeake ne- 
uer ſo proudely , yer are there ſorne to praiſe their ſaying, 
I.1, 


Eccle, 
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Eccle,13.2 3.24. 

Zacchens was a Pablican, and therefore rich : for Publi- 
cans mult needs begich,and Vlurcrs wil bee wealthie, Bur 
rich Pablicans make poore Princes , and wealthy Vlurers 
make many begygers. Ineucry Prouince there were manie 
Publicans,and thcrefore muchpoore people in euety place: 
for where there be many Caterpillers,the fruitis ſoone con- 
ſumed, and wherethere bee many extortioners , beggers 
mult needs abound, 

Deus By the Lawe of GOD, there might be no beggersinIf- 
racll, but when ſo many Publicans were ſuffered toreceiue 
tribute ofthe Iewescontrarie to Gods Lawe , no maruatle 
though ſo many ſate and begged , contrarie to Gods Law, 
Luke 18.:ohn 9, A&ts 3. Bythe Lawe of God, T here ought 
to be no beggers among Chniltias,Plal.3 2.2 5.burwhenſo 
many viurers are tolerated in a Chriltia Common-wealth, 

Leuir 35.36 contrary to the Lawe of Chriſt, Luke 6.3 5.no maruaile 

37 though we haue ſo many beggers, contrariy to the minde 

Mark 14.7 of Chriſt. The poore( ſaith Chriſt) yeſhall haze alwaies with 

Jyou,but when you will you may do them good : and we ſhal be 

ſure to hayethe poore amongelt ysalwaies, but wee mult 

make ſuch good prouifion for them, that they bee norfaine 
to beg thcir bread. 

Thus was Zacchews rich to himſelfe, for hee was a Publi- 

Luke 12.2x can,but he wasrichtoward God allo, for he hada deſire to 
ſee Chriſt, Almighty God gzhois rich m mercy, Eph-2. hath 
foinſpired his hear withthe deſire ofheauenly riches, that 
whereas before his whole delight was in ſecking of worldly 
wealth, nowe his greateſt care isto ſecke for heauenly trea- 

' ſure, Hee now forgetterh wha his profeſſion is, and begins 
robe efanewe profeſſion : and hee whoſe heart was whol. 
lie ſct vponearthiie profit, isnowe like olde Simeon, moſt 
defirousto ſee his Sauiour . I he Tetrarch Herod defired to 
ſee Chriſt, and deſpiſed him vyhen hee ſawe him. Luk, 23, 
8,11, but Zacchcusthe Publican,defired to ſee Chriſt,and 
reioiced when he ſaw humJike Abraham that deſired to ſee 
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the day of Chiiſt.John 8.56. and thercfore ofthe ſeruant of 
Sathan, Zaccheus isnowe become the childe of Abraham, 
vyhich reioiced to ſee the daye of Chriſt, Hoppic were 
his cies that ſawe ſobleſled a fight , for many Prophets and 
iohteous men have defired tq ec and to care thole things Luke 0 x 
that Zaccheus both ſawe and heard, and could not {ce nor 
bearethe ſame, If Iacob thought himſclte bappie , if thar 
he might but ſee his ſon Ioſeph before his death,thenlurely Gen 4 5 
thriſe happy Zaccheus,vvhole hap it was, not only to ſce{as 
Jacob did)butto reigice (as Mary did)in Chriſt his Sauiour, 
As Zacheusvvas defiroustoſce Chrittin earth. fo ] would 
hauc the rich men ofourtime,dcfirovsto fee Chrift in hea- 
uen. For although vvith the cies of our body vve cannot ſce 
Chriſt as Zaccheus did, yer vyich the eyesof our faith yye 
may bchold him as Stephen did,Acts 7, But if our faith bee 
ſo vvcake ſighted that vye cannot ſee Chriſt, yerlet vs haue 
adcſire to heare Chriſt in his vyord, vvhereby ourfaith may 
be increaſed,for faith cometh by hearing the word ofGod. kg, ., 
Andasthe Qucene ofthe South defiredto heare the yviſe- 1 Reg 10 
dom ofSalomon,ſolet ys be defirousto hearcthe vviſdome 
of Chriſt our ſauiour, | 
King Salomon left ſome bookes in vvriting , vvherein is 
ſcene ſome = ofthis vviſedome , and Chriſt our king hath 
left ynto vs hismolt facred vyorde, asit vvere a taſte of his , , _. 
yviſddomyſufficient matter forour ſaluarion. This is that hea- - Midas 
uenly food, Math.4.4.vyhereby ourſoulesare fed vntocter- 
nall life let vs therefore labourtor that heauenly foode ; and 
as the I{raclices vvere carcfull co gather Manna to ſuftaine "OP 
their bodies, ſolet vs bee ascarefull toheare the vyorde to 
feede our ſoules, The people inthe time of Chritt, /ohn. 6, 
2.4.tooke great paines tofollowe Chriſt both by landeand 
ſea,and many now adaies (I confeſle) are very forwarde to 
follow his faithfull miniſters, but asthey followed Chriſt ſo 
faſt ro fill their bellies, ſo theſe frequent ſermons for faſhion 
to ſerucethetime, 
Zaccheus is de{irous to ſee Chriſt, a godly care, butyet 
I.2, he 
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he could not obtaine his purpoſe:a thing common; for eve. 
one thathath any good motion, hath alwayes ſome h1in- 
erance tocrolle the lame, and Zacchers hath 2 doubleim- 
pedimentto hinder his honeſt enterpriſc : The preaſe of the 
people , andhis little ſtature , Whereofthe former, thar is, 
the multitude,is alwaics wont tobe an enemieto thoſe that 
would come to Chriſt, This hindered the blinde man from 
recejuing his ſight , Luke 1 8. for the peoplerebuked him 
that he Rould hold hispeace,till Chriſt called himand ope- 
ned hiscyecs. This hinderedthem that brought the man fick 
ofthe Palfie,Mark. 2, for they could not come at Chriſt for 
the preaſe,tillthey vncouered the roofe ofthe houſe, andlet 
downe the bed wherein the ſicke ofthe Palſeylay. 

This hindered the healing ofthe deafeand dumbe,Mark, 
7. till Chrifttooke him aſide out ofthe multitude,and cured 
him, Thishindered theraifing ofthe Rulersdaughter,Mar, 
9.ti/l Chriſt had thruſt outthe Minſtrels and the nwltirude, 
and then reſtored the maide to life . Finally, this hindered 
Zaccheus here from comming vntoChrift, til Chriſt youch- 
ſafed to call him to himſelfe, Thus alwaies amultitude that 
is prone tocnill, doth withdraw and hinder ys fromappro- 
ching vnto Chriſt:and therefore we muſt not follow a mul- 
titude to doe euill ,nor decline after many to ouerthrow the 
truth,Exod.2 3, 

The ſecond impediment that hindereth Zacchews from 
ſceing Chriſt, is his litle ſtature. Hee was ſolowe of ſta- 
ture , that he could notſee Chriſt aboue the multitude : but 
Chriſt wasaboue the multitude,and therfore could ſee Zac- 
chews though he were ſo lowe of (ature , For God looketh 
not on the colitenance,nor onthe height ofa mans ature, 
burthe Lorde bcholdeth the heart, and preferred little Da- 
uid before Eliab hiscldeft brother, becauſe hee findethin 
him a better heart to ſerue the Lorde. And Zacchexs in his 
lictle bodie, hath a heart and mind prepared toſecke and ſce 
the Lord, Zacchews was ſo low thathe could not ſee Chriſt, 
but manic among vs are ſo high that they will not ſee 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. The common peopleintime of Chriſt, were ſo defi- 
rous to follow Chriſt,that neither lameneſſe,norblindneſle, 
nor ſicknes,could ſtay them from comming to him ; butthe 
common people in our time, are more readie to followe 
their ſport and paſtime,then to come tothe Churchtoheare 
of Chriſt, And as for ourrich men, who ſecth nor that they 
will make great haſteto ſee a commoditie, but will ſcarce 
come out of dooresto heare a Sermon? 


They cometo Church, as Nichodemus came to Chriſt (,p, ,., 


by night, as if they were aſhamed tocometo Church; bur 


they runne after profitto get riches, as Gehezi ran afterNa- 2 King 5 


amanthe Syrian to geta bribe, 

Thus hath Zacheustwolets: that he could not ſee Chriſt, 
the one in the people, the other in himſelfe: and wee haue 
manie lettes to withdrawe ys from Chriſt, ſome are exter- 
nall, and without ys, asthe inticements of the worlde, and 
ſome are internall and within vs, as the luftes ofour owne 
fleſh. The preaſe of the people hindereth Zaccheus from 


ſeeing Chriſt in his humilitie, and the multitude of our finnes Efay 59-1 


doe preſſe vs downe, that wee cannot ſee Chriſt in glorie. 
Zaccheus was a man of little ſtature, and that hindered him 
from ſeeing Chriſtin earth,and we are men of little faith, & 
thatis the cauſe we cannot behold Chriltin heauen, 
Though Zaccheus was a manof little (ature, yer it ap- 
reth that he was not a man of little wit : For when hee 
could not come tothe ſight of Chriſt for the multitude, he 
hadthe wit to run before , and to clime vpintoa tree to ob- 
taine his purpoſe, And for the moſt partit fallerh out, thar 
men oflow (tature, are men of high conceite, and the ſhor- 
teſt bodies, haue the ſharpeſt wits, God ſo prouiding, that 
the defeRt oftheir bodies might be ——_ withthe giftes 
of their minde.Now Zaccheus,that before was loth tomouc 
his foote from the cuftome-houſe for lofing his profiee, 
beginnes to runne after Chriſt for feare of a preater loſſe, 
like Eliathatleft his plowing, and ranne after Elias to fol. 
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but alſo climbe vp into a treeto ſee Chiit : A ſtrange thing 
that Zaccheus a richman, and a cheefe cuſtomer , ſhoulde 
behaue himſelfe ſo childiſhly in the ſight of ſo great a mul- 
tizude; but the deſire he had toſee Chriſt , made him forget 
himſelfe : andto committe ſuchthinges as were not fitting 
for his ſtare and credite. So they that will followe Chriſt, 
mult make account to doe many thinges contrarie tothe fa« 
ſhion of the worlde, and their owne liking If Chrift him- 
ſelfe were content to leaue the glorie which he had with his 
father to come downe to vs, ſhall not wee bce content 
to leaue the reputation which we have with men to go yp 
to him? 

Butalas,where is there any almoſt, that preferreth not 
the fruition of this earthly priſon, before the profeſſion of that 
heauenly manſion; and had rather hazarde the hope which 
they haue of eternall glory, then leele the preſent cnioying 
of their fading pleaſure, 

The ambiious man hunteth after honor,and wil not lecſe 
an inch of his cftimation, The couctous man ſeeks after pro- 
fite, and countes (like Iudas)allloſt that comes not to his 
bagges, And the yoluptuous man beſtowes his time in plea- 
ſure, and thinketh that his chiefe felicitie, Thus cuery man 
makes his heauen of that wherein hee moſt delighteth, and 
is content to take great paines to accompliſh his fonde de 
ſires, But here Zaccheus is of another minde,forbeing a pub- 
lique ofhcer, he climbesinto a tree, which ſtood not with his 
grauitie; andbcing arich man, he runsto ſee Chriſt, which 
was not for his worldly profite; yea he takes great paines to 
ſce Chriſt, not reſpeCting his eaſe orpleaſure. 

Thus muſt we be aftected if we defire tocome to Chriſt, 
thatneither honours nor prefcrments, nor profite, nor plea= 
ſure,nor kindred, nor friendes, bee able to holde ys backe, 
Wee muſt be readie not onely torunne, but alſo to climbe 


Math 2.22 (if neederequite) as Zacheus did: thatis,to take ſome paine 
Luke d = and trauaile to haue a light of Chriſt, 


{King 16 


The Queene ofthe South, vndertooke a great and cedious 
journey 
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journey to heare the wiſedome of' Salomon, but we are loth 
totake any paineto heare one that is greater then Salomon. 
The peoplein Dauids time brought ſo much treaſure,and 


ſo many gifrsrothe building of Gods Tcple,thar the prieſis 1,Chr 29.9 


werefaineto bid them ceale, but a great pa't ofthe people 


in our t:me. are ſo ſpariag oftheir painesand colte,char they 
thinke char very time miſpent which is imployed inthe ſer= 
uice of God: and that money ill beſtowed, whichis gen 
to the naintenance of his miniſters, 

When Zaccheus could not ſee Chriſt forthe mulcicude, 
hechmbes vp into atree, that groweth inthe way where he 
wasto paſſe, that from a tree height behold him, which 
wasto ſuffer on a tree for mans ſajuation. So when wee can- 
not draweneere to Chriſt by reaſon of our finnesthat preſſe 
vs down, we will climbe vp by a lively faith,which isthe cree 
of life,that groweth in the way to eternalllife , that ſo with 
the eyes of our faith, we may bcholde him that died for our 
ſinnes ypon atiee, 

It wasa wilde figge tree that Zaccheus climbed, butnot 1,1... 
like that ynfruitfull one which our Sauiour curfed : for this ap: 
bare moſt pretious fruit, euen ſuchas Chriſt kimſelfe youch- 
fafed to plucke, Ahappie tree that bare ſuch pretious fruite 
as Zaccheus was, butthriſe happie Zaccheus, thatſohap- 
pilie climbedon that happietree, | 

T his tree grew inthe way that Chriſt was to paſſe, for 
elſe Zaccheus might haue climbed to no purpoſe ! Soif wee 
defire to finde Chrilt, we mult ſecke him in the way where 
he hath promiſed toſhewe him: elfe vntos,thatis,in his ho- 
ly Temple, where his word is duely preached, aud his ſa- 
cramentsreuerently adminiſtred; for wheretwoorthree are 144th 18, 16 
ſogathered together, hee hath promiſed to bee preſent a- 


mongſt them, 
T he third circumſtance, | 
then Chriſt came totheplace he looked vp & ſaw Zachens, 


As Zaccheus ranne before to ſee Chiiſt, ſo Chriſt fol- 
lowed 
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lowed after to ſee Zaccheus, Sathan for his part went 4- 
bout like a r :aring Lyon ſeeking to dewoxre bim,out Chrilt for 
his part goeth about like a good ſhepheard, — 
{ave him. And although Sathan a firong armed man, had 
eaken ſome poſſeſſion in the heart of Zaccheus, yet Chriſt a 
fronger then hee commeth vnarmed, and taketh from him 
his harnefle wherein he truſted, and reſcueth the ſpoile. 

Chriſt comes to the place where Zaccheus was, becauſe 
otherwiſe it had bene ynpoſſible for Zaccheus to come to 
his preſence 2 for vnleſſe the Lorde vouchſafeto come vnto 
vs, wee cannot attaine to the preſence of God. As noman 
might haue any accefle to King Afſuerus,except hee firet- 
ched out his golden Scepter;ſonoman may cometo Chriſt, 
m_ hee bce called by the golden Scepter of his ſacred 
worde. 

Chriſt looked up and ſaw Lacchens before Zaccheus could 
loke downe to behold him. Thus doth the Lord preuent vs 
with his mercie, whom he might caſt offin his iuſtice ; and 
ifhe perceiue in ys a willing minde to come vnto him, hee is 
content to come firſt ynto vs. And like that good Father, 
Luke r 5.to behold ys while wee are yet a great way off, and 
to haue compaſſion on ys, 

When lobs three friendes that came to viſite himin his 

at calamitie,lift vp ther eies a farre off, they knewe not 
Iob,becauſc he was ſo fore affliged. But Chriſt who is the 
mirror of true friendſhip,cannot ſoſoone forget his friends, 
howſocuer they bediſguiſed. He knoweth his owne ſhee 
whereſocuerhe ſeeth them, Ioh. 10, whether they be ws 
the fig-tree as Nathanicl was, or ypon the fig-trec as Zac- 
cheus was,he hath reſpe& vntothem. And if they haue a de- 
fire toſecke, they ſhall be ſureto find, Math. 7. Andifthey 
labour and are heauic laden, he wil refreſh them,Matth. 11, 
Chriſt isnow come tothe place where Zacheus is tobecal- 
led;and as Abraham, Gene. 22, liftyphis eyes and ſawe in 
the buſh a Ramme that was to be ſacrificed, ſo Chriſt lifting 
vp his eyes, ſaw in the tree Zaccheus the ſinner that wy 
c 


ous and 
,vertuous in Chriſt his cauſe then Peter ? and not long after, Math 26. 


The Jinuens 5ounerfror.” 
be conuerted. And nowe-hegins the conuerſiqn of Zaccheus, 


th, obtainedial{a 
iyeneſſe of finnes, Salomen-deſited wiledome/'2ni the "508-3 
ehjm wiſdom & abundance of wealth beſide, ts- **: 3  - 


cob asked but meat & clothi Godrnade him \ greac Gen ho 


rich man, And Zacrhews delred onely to have a fighe of 

Chrift, and was ſo happy as toenterraite himinto his howle. 

| Thus the Lordethatisrichinmercy toallthat call ypon Rom10, 14 
him , vſethoftencimesto giue more then we aske: and hee _—_ Y 
that is alwajes founde of them that ſecke him with their ©e® 
whole heart, is found alſo ſometime of Gentiles that knewe 
notGod,Efay.6 5.1, Letvs thereforethat were fomerime Rom 10, 26 
ſinners ofthe Gentiles, ſeek the Lord as Zacchexs did, while Eſay 55 

he may be'found,8& call ypon him while be is nigh, He will 

bee founde of them that ſeeke hum harrily, and isnighto all 
them thatcall ypon himfaithfully,PAalL145.48, + + + - 

| Zacchens come downe at once. Now Chriſt begins tocall 

Zaccheus from thetree to be conuertced ,.as Gad called A- 

dam from among the trees of the garden to be curſed,Gen. 

3 Before, Zatchens was tv low;and therefore was faine to 


\climbe,butnow he is too high, and therefore he muſt come 


downe, And we(for the moſt part)are either too high, or 
t5o low, too hog,or too cold,too quicke, or too NourhGullin 


- the Lords þuſhes. Sometime we flocke together to heare 2 
.Sermangile the people, Luke 5.that preſſed vpon Chriſt to 
hearethe worde :and anon wee runneto ſee ſome pleaſant 


aſtime, ke the Athenians , whoſe cares alwaiesitched to ARes 17 
ſome newes. Who make more ſhewe of conſcience 


and religion , then they,that ſhew themſclues moſt irreligi- 
| —_—— ſeemed more confident 'S 


K. 1s who 
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Many can faxmttueraing dy (ltineſbereth dye 
ecibey orlidedy Cf )buc Arie the) hEria, 
theyare readyroabiure@hrifanthis tengo, before they 

will hazardeithertife offinimg.”5 {5 150 3 0772 
Ferre) comew Chtit/inaft come = once avithour 
.  delay;xfbri es{{perſaliy; in the'marrer ott ſaluation) 
Geo dang, indiepentench mayhot bee deferred, 
Eccle'y.7 We mb makgnriarring ts twrne vnto the Lord, vor piit off 
#1. fn ulay rodayyltaftt owrath of the Lord breaks foorth ja- 
davry, and we be deftrozed in our ſecuritie, and periſh in the 
thwe of vengeance, When the Lord isminded to doe vs _ 
hewillhaue ys. come quickly-like4oſeph Gen. 4 F.9.thatin 
the time of famine, would tawie his father Tacob/to. corne 
dawne quickly vnto him, co ſoiournein Egypt, where there 

was ſome plentie of foode, ; (4 ae ceo nhot2 
: Asthe children of thizworld art very nimble to worke 
wickedneſle,ſothe children of light ſhould bee a#nimbleto 
follow goodneffe, le to berray Chriſt, Ton 
1 3:27. and the bad debeers Luke 1 6.could firdown quick- 
ly to miſreckon their creditor? ſo let vs come 'quieklie to 
heare of Chriſt, that Chriſt may accept ofys quicklie;ler vs 
be nimbletoimake our account before, that we Yonot like 

the fookſh builder) come thor of our reckoning.” | 

But why mult Zacchous.come downe fo haſtily? euen to 
enteraine Chriſt into his houſe. Foy !0 day ( faith Chriſt!) / 
muſt abide with thee. This wasioyfull newes to litcle (Zac- 
cheus, Notlong before, heowanted meanes to ſee Chriſt, 
but now hee hath opportunirie to entertaine him ints his 
houſe. There was more humanitie in Chriſt een in Zac- 
cheus:for if Chriſt had not bidden himſelfe to dinnier;he lad 
Math 35-40 notbene bidden for Zaccheus, So if Chrift dot not offer 

. himſelfe vnto vs in his afflicted members, he may goe lon; 
enough before we will offer him anyentertainement. Aol. 
tenasthe poorecraueth any reliefe ut our hands, let vs iftiv« 
gine that Chriſt asketh ſomeching of ys; bur as Zacchens 
muſt 
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mth ommmdin eres {/Wizbeur delay, oleh vs bee 
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helpe, - Aud as'hee mult receive Chriſt into his 

mondenkeaccomme $oreceive his needy mem. 
houſes, And asghe yniuſt Rewarde procureth Luke 16 

Fiendes with his malters- goods, ſolet vs mgke che. 

> po-bepurfiiendey, by oug beneficence and bountie to+ 

them, NDgng them (when they haye need) 

ino0ur cantly hoes , they may recciue ys when we Rand 
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not to make his nece ne ynto hi :mz O ſtrange hu- 
muilitic ! Here therefore ahe fingular humanitie & 
great humilitic of Chriſto finfull men; he offereth himſelfe 
tobe their gvelt, thee findethem willing to entertaine him 
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The ſinners contet\vy.” © 
As therefore Zaccheus was wiling46rectiveChrRintoNts' | 
houſe; ſolerysbe readytotectjut himintoour beartts” Pbt' | 
as Chriſt aid to Zacchteus:T ls Hap Frau abide it thy Bane, 
fo he faich to cuery oncof vs! Thx day-Fmnuft abiile' ins your, » 
heartes, Wherefore as the Prophet Dauid faith] , Open your, © 
gatefthat the King of gl-rie wy come int" T ſayy nyo | 
jour hearts that the word of Cdn enthy 1s, "TASd4y || 
thEiword of God may abide in yoar hearts, forthis day the 
word is preached vnto youzand Who knoweth whether hee 
ſhall live to heareitthe nextSabborh; To day therefore if ye 
will bear hisoce, harden not onr beartes : a$ did x ina 
lites, [eafd: #Fyou harden your , his voycebe heatd rio 
rriote you. This day you ity Bathet this Reayenly 
Manna, as the Ifraelites might gathertheit Manriz fixe daics 
togerhet, but coniorrow (perhapsy)and ſntedayes after, you 
na nor gatherir, as ot che'feuenth'day Manna might not 
be fate; The Lotd' 'prmmit't thar you may #athet fifficiene 
food forthe ſultehitation? ſoules,char'as Elizs the pro- 
erounſed Av icheGicengrh of the meate Thar the Angell 
roughe him,cuen ynto notoreb the mount of God, ſoyou in 
the frengrh ofthis meare which wg Pang you, 
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(il, 06:51 .,1% 2" TheT ext. 
Luke,chap.19,verl.6.7.8.9. 
6-T hen he © me downe haſtily and receined him ioifully. 
> And when a | they ſawe it, they murmured ſaying th. the 
was 2onein toledge with 4 /infull mw, 

8 And Lacchens jt ood forth, and ſayd unto the Lorde , Be- 
bolde, Lord, the halfe of my goods I giue to the poore:and if 
1 have taken from any — forged caxillation , I reftore 
him foure fold. © 

9 Then Heſus ſaydumto him,T his day ts ſalnation come vn- 
fo CRP » foraſmuch 1: hee is alſo become the ſoune of 
A 


you heard the laftSabboth how Zacheus the Publican 
wascalledtobca Chriſtiamory you ſhal heare the fruic 
of his conuerſion. No ſawonertad Chiilt called him from the 
trecbutthat he came downe haftilie, and recciued him 10i- 
fulle, 

This was the fruit which it had in the heart of Zaccheus, 
namely,obedience to the yoice of Chnilt ;a fruite more pre- 
tious and acceptable ynto God,than the moſt pleaſant truits 
which Eden yeclded,and a ſacrifice more ſweetand accep- 
table ynto him, than allthe ſacrifices which the law requi- 
red, Thisisthe ſacrifice wherewiththe Lorde m_——_ , Q= 
uen when his voice is obeyed, 1.Sam. 1 5.22.The voyce of 
the Lord is a glorious voyce, and mightyin 
ding the flames of fire,and ſhaking the Cedartrees . Sothe 


voyce of Chriſt is a glorious voyce, his voyceismightie in ch 4.12 


operation, diuiding the ſoule and the ſpirit, and ſhaking 
Zaccheus from the wilde figge-tree, whereinto hee had cli- 
med. | $ 


- * The ſame God,to whoſe commaund,the windes, the ſea, Math.8. 


the diuels and death it ſclfe obey , here 'commaundethZac- 
K 3. cheus 


ration,diui- Pſalm 2g 


Pſalm 34 


Dial gs 


Exod 16 


»,Reg 19 


The ſinners conkevfivg.” © 
As therefore Zaccheus was wiling36receiveChriRtitoHs' 
houſe; ſoler vs be readytotecchut himintoour beart6s” Fbt' 
as Chriſt ſaid to Zaccheus:T ls Uaf Frnmft abide at thy Wiſe,” 
fo he faith to cucry oneof v5! This' dey Fmaft abifle' is your, 
hearter, Wherefore as the Prophet Dauid ſaith) Open your. 
gater that the King of glerie wady core into 1 fay ines : 
your hearts that the word of God may enthr ns,” day' 
th&word of God may abide in'yoar hearts, forthis day the 
word is preached ynto youzand who knowerh whether hee 
ſhall live to heareitthe nextSabboth; Ts day therefore if ye 
will beart hisojce, harden not yonr beartes : as did thetfrac- 
lites, leafÞfyou harden yourheartes, his voyeebe heatd io 
rtfore an you. This day you may gathet this Reayenly 
Manna, as the Iſraelites might gathertheit Manna fixe daies 
together, but cortiorrow ( perhapy)and ſme dayes after, you 
may not gatherit, as otiche'feuenth'day Manna mightnor 
be f9ind: The Lotd'gramt that you may pathet fifficienc 
ſbod forthe ſalttrtiziotBEyout ſoules, char a8 Blige the pro- 
r rourſe#y rhe firengrtr of the meate thar the Angell 
rough him,cuen ynco Horebthe mount of Gd, ſoyou in 
the irengrivofthis ſpiriruall meate which heereT bring you, 
may be abletopaſſe through the dalihgeroiis wayes of this 
troubleſehie wet /yhtoGods _ ountaitie, the haueh 


why; wee, ppiestmher fe bring vschat hath deetgly boughit 
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(26.207 11%. " TReT arte 
Luke,chap.19.ver{.6.7.8.9. 
6-T hehe &.1me downe haſtily and receined him ioifully. 
> And when al they ſaweit,they murmured ſaying th. the 
was 20nemn toledge with 4 /infull mw, 

8 And Lacchens jt ood forth, and ſayd umo the Lorde , Be- 
bolde, Loyd, the halfe of my goods 1 giue to the poore:andif 
I have taken from any mob forged canillation , I reftore 
him foure fold. © 

9 Then Heſus ſaydwnto him,T hu day is ſalnation come vn- 
to —_— , foraſmuch 1; hee is alſo become the ſoune of 
A b 


yu heard the laſt Sabboth,how Zacheus the Publican 
wascalledtobea Chriſtiamory you ſhal heare the fruic 
of his converſion. No ſoonertiad Chuilt called him from the 
trec,butthat he came downe haftilie, and recciued him 10i- 
fullie, 

This was the fruit which it had in the heart of Zaccheus, 
namely,obedience to the yoice of Chnilt ;a fruite more pre- 
tious and acceptable ynto God,than the moſt pleaſant fruits 
which Eden yeelded,and a ſacrifice more ſweetand accep- 
table nto him, than all the ſacrifices which the law requi- 
red, Thisisthe ſacrifice wherewiththe Lorde Dy , 
uen when his voice is obeyed, 1.Sam. 15.2 2.The voyce of 


the Lord is a glorious voyce, andmightyin operation,diui- pr,1,, ,, 


ding the flames of fire, and ſhakingthe edartrees . Sothe 


voyceof Chriſt is a glorious voyce,, his voyce ismightie in xcþ 4.13 


operation, diuiding the ſoule and the ſpirit, and ſhaking 
Zaccheus from the wilde figge-tree, wheremto hee had cli- 
med. þ 


- " The ſame God,to whoſe commaund,the windes, the ſea, Math.d, 


the divels and death it ſclfe obey , here 'commaundethZac- 
K.3. cheus 


Iohn 6,44 


AQecs 9 
Math. 4. 


1.Cor 3.7 


Rom 1 


diencetorthe word of God, Afſowe as Chr 


, Ihe ſonners gonſoiſuon. : 


cheus to come downe atonce,and he commeth downe ha” 
ſtilic ro receiue him to his houſe, and he receruerh him ioy” 
fully. As Zaccheus could not come at Chrilt till he was cal- 
led,ſo no man cancometo Chriſt exceptrhe Father drawe 
him ; and as Zaccheus could notchule but come , when he 
wascalled by the voyce of Chritt: fo whenany man is cal- 
ledeffcually by the preaching of theGolpell, hee cannet 
chuſe but come to Chriſt: for wherethereis aneffeAtuall 
callin re is grace giuenalſorwo the ſaime. Ro.8. 3c. 
The Tr "ht 4 ime cocal — we know 
not the yoyce of him that calleth ys , as hee called Samwel 
three times, before he anſwered ; becauſe at. that crime Sa- 
muel. knew noche Lord, i Sam. 3\71Baitasſoone as he vu- 
derlioodthatit was the Laid thavipakeyntohim, he repli- 
ed preſently, Speaks on Lord, for thy ſerwant heareth- $0 
when the Locde calleth any maneffeRually by the preach» 
ing of his worde, ali thepartes andpoweers of bis bodie 
yeeld their obedience ghecatt liftricththe-tongue coofcl- 
ſeth,the heart bclecueth, the head deujtetn, the hand pertor-, 
meth,the fore. runuerhghe cyedineRech;andall toncurre: 
to de thy wil,O God,Pal 40.7. "4 
Such and ſo effetuall isrhe voyce of Chriſt in the hearts 
of his choſcp, that ic maketh Saul of a bloudy perſecutos-to 
become Paul a painfull preacher : itcauleth Peter of a Gillis 
Fiſher-man, to become a catchet of mens and Zaccheus 
here of a vile Publican,to become a zealous Chriſtian, And 
ſuch alſo isthe nature of the word preached, whereſoever it 
pleaſerh the Lordgo giue ſucceſſe and increaſe therero,thar 
it isable to transforme the mindes of men, to beget. faith in 
the hearts of Inbiflels,and.ina worde)taifaue ſuch ag dre or- 


| dainedtocternallife, Ats 1.3. This is the pawer ofthe-word 


of God,evento cauſe aconſenting to the truth thercof:and 
thisis the propertie of the children of God,to yeeld all obe> 

> calleth Lacs 
bke the lightiathe eren- 
5 AGE layd.Lettherobe light. 
Hemppherefore of Zagghews that obcicdthe voice of you 
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The framers confeſſion. 


lecvsleame obedience to' the voice of Chriſt : for as Cluiſt 
biddcth Zarehews tocome down,becaiſe he was too high: 
lo he ſaichrocuery 'bne of vs:Canmedonne; becaule wee are 
wo high minded, But with vsthe voyce of Chnit is not ſo 
cfteQuall,asit was with;Zarchens : for hee was content to 
come downe at the firlt bidding:but we muſtbe often bid- 
den to beware of pride andambition, andyet wee will ill 
bee climing."Thereareftwe {o high-thac are content vvith 
their calling,buras Haman was alwaics aſpiring til he came feſt 7. 
to the gallowes, {o many amongit vs are alwaies climing, 
till they catchafall 1 1 2 

Againe,asChuiltfayd to Zetchens, To day | muſt abide at 
thyh fe :1o Chal ſayth tw vs. To day my poorc afflicted 
members ſhouldtecewe forneſuccourat-your handes, Bur 
azthe Prieft & che Leure, Luke 10.paſicdby the wounded 
maty leauing hin halft dead: lo we (forthe molt pan) paſie 
by ournecdy brethren, lcauing thom vor elecued, Thus are 
we euery Way diſobedienctothe voice of Chriſt, He teach». 
eth'vs to be 'huinble as he himſeife is, Marth, r 1.2 9.and we 
waxe proud and infolent 2s;Sathan is. He willeth ys to bee 
raercitull,as our heavenly fatheris, Luke 6.36, and wee are 
cruell and vnmereifull.asche rich glutton was, Luk. 1 6.T his 
ts the cauſe vyhy the carch 'deceiueth andrendrerh,not- her 
Puir,Efai. 4-5. This isthe cauſe why the ſword deuoureth 
abroad,andthe peſtilence deſtroicthat home,Deut. 25,1 5, 
Levit,26,24.25.andina.worde , this isthe cauſe ofall the 
miſchiefes and calamimes that are threatned , cuen becauſe 
vye'are obſtinate andrebellious againſt the Loxde, wee arc 
vhdutifull and difubedientro the voyce of Chriſt , that c al- 
keth vs ſo louingly rodome vnto bim, Mar, 1 1.28. 

Zacchens was called bur once, and he commeth quickly, 
but we are called oftentimes, andalmoſt euery day,and that 

yoicc of Chriſt hwaſelfe:for, he that beareth you (faith 

Crit, Lilke-10.16.Yhearetb me; and yet wee cannot find 
the way to Chriſt, The ward of God,yvhich is che lantemne 
no ourfeere andthe light yntoour paths, Pſal.1 19, hath 
bin plainly and plencifully preached amongh ys thele ma- 
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eares, and yet many .am vs hauenot yetlearned 
xe Chat: A uickly: when Cheiſt| 
calleth him, letvs cherefore learne ot Zaccheus: to come 
quickly when Chriſt calleth vs- We mult bee quicke inthe 
Lords bufines, for God cannotabide loyterers ftanding all, 
the day idle,Matth, 20-andas he louetha cheerefull giuer, 

2.Cori9;7.ſo he tketh accheerefull follower. 
ke folowerh therefore that Zaccheus received him cheer- 


fully, Still Zaccheusisa receiuer : before hee was 2 recciuer 


of cuttome,now he is a receiuerof Chrift. Zaccheus recei-, 
ued Chriſtewo wayes : firſt, into his heart when hee deſired 
> ſce hich and ghen into his houſe when hee gaue him ho(- 
pitalitie \ Many received Chriſt to houſe, but not into theiv 
hearrs,and therfore received him ingly:but Zaccheus 
received Chrift firtt into his hear, and then into his houle, 
and thetefore receiued him ioyfully, Of Zaccheus his ioy- 
fulneſſe, we muſt learneto be ioyfull when we doany _ 
for the catiſe of Chriſt : we muſt bee-gladro harbour Chril 
in his members , as Zaccheus was ioyfull ro-harbour Chriſt, 
himſelfe. As before in comming downe from the tree, Zac- 
cheus ſhewed his obedience: ſo herein receiuing Chriſtine, 
ro his houſe, be ſheweth the loue that hee bare voto him. /f 
Zaccheus had not loued Chriſt, he mighthaue ſerx him'to 
ſome commonInne : But Zaccheus is: ebntent: to receiue- 
Chriſt into his owne houſe ,yea, he reioicerh to haue gotten 
{ognod a gueſt, like Abraham that viedtoſtattbedore of 
his tent, & reioiced toenterraine ſtrangers that went by the 
way:and therefore though Zaccheuwwere a Gentile borne, 
yet herein hee ſheweth himſelfe the child of Abraham, be- 
cauſe he doth the worksof Abraham, John 8 yerſ.3 9.So did 
Abraham and ſomuſt we doe, if we will ſhew our ſelyesto 
be the children of Abraham, UW 
When Abraham thoughe only cohaue entertained mep, 
hee reciued the Angelsmrhe ſhape arid likenesofmenand 
when Zaccheusthought to enterraine the ſonne of aan, be 
receiveth the ſonne of God himſelfe. : Let vs therefore (as 
the Apolile willerh vs,Heb, 1 3.2.)be mindfullcoencentaine 
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ſtrangers, for as much as thereby ſonic haue receiucd An- 
gels into theic houſes ynawares : and my ſhould not wee £ 
hope to entertainethe like or better oheſtes,if we bee giuen 

to hoſpitalitie, asthoſe godly Fathers were ? For asthe An- , 
oelscame to theminthe likenes of men : ſo Chrilt himſelfe 
comestoysinthe likenes of a poore man,of alame man, & 
ofa blind man : and when he commeth, he commetrh hun- 
grie,or thirſtic,or naked,orharborleſle, or tic\e, or impriſo- 
ned,and happicare they that feede, orcloath, or harbour, 
or viſite him, when he commecth thus afflicted. When Abra- 
ham entertained the Angels, he was notonly bulie himſelf, 
but his wife and all his houſholde were careful to make pro- 
uiſion for them. ſo when Zaccheus recceiued Chriſt into his 
houſe his whole family (no doubt) were no lefle willing & 
carcfull ro enterraine Chrilt,then their maſter 1 as:& there - 
fore notonly to Zaccheus, but cuen to his whole houſe ſal- 
uation is promiſed , becauſe the wholefamilie reioyced ar 
Chriſt his comming. Let rich men learne of Zaccheus , to 
entertaine Chnit in hisneedic members, and letrich mens 
ſeruauntslearne of Zaccheus famulice , toſhewe themſelues 
mercifulllike their mercifull maſters ,thatthey may recciue 
the rewarde of mercy and hoſpitalitic at the laſt any ,Come 


ly,as Zaccheus gladly receiued Chrift; ſoleteuery one that 
is able, bee glad to diſtribute tothe neceſſitie of the poore 
Saints;if we have much\er vs giue plentifully; if wee haue 
little,ler vs giue gladly ofthat little ; if wee bee not able to 
ojue a peny,yethappily we may afford amorlell of bread: 
but ifnotrhac, yetthere is none ſoneedie, that cannot giue 
acup of colde water , and cuen ſofmalla gift ſhall —_— 
his iuſt reward, Matth, 1 0.4 1.Zaccheus recewed Chriſt 11- 
to his heart, burmany amongſt ysare readie todriue Chrift 
out,and toreceiue Sathan in ftead of him ; Zaccheus recei- 
ued Chriſt into his houſe , but there are many richmena- 
moneglt vs,that like Diues,Luke 1 6.,will not affoorde poore 
Lazarusthe crummesthar fall from their cable 3 but asthe - 


damſell, Ates. 1 2,opencd notthe doore for joy when ſhee 
L.1, heard 
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heard Peters voice:ſo by contrary,che(e men for very griefe 
ſhur their gates when they perceive abegger there Finally, 
Zaccheus was ioifull when hee entertained Chriſt, but ma- 
ny amongſt ysare forrowfull when they ſhould relieue the 
poore: like churliſh Nabal, : .Sam.2 5. that reuiled Dauid, 
when he ſhould haue relieued him, 

Solong as lob proſpered, hee kept a worthie and a wor- 
ſhipfull houſe, hee ſuffered not the firaunger tolye inthe 
ſtreetes, but opened his doore tothe Traucilerthat went by 
the way, lob. 3 1.32.but now many gentlemen ofthe coun- 
trey arc contentto ſuffer che ftranger,the fatherleſle and the 
widdow,not onely to lye, but euen to ſtarue and die inthe 
ſreeres with hunger and colde, and neuer receine them to 
houſc or harbour , noraffoord them any rcliefe or ſuccour. 
Bur asthe vyoyce of Abels blouddid cric from the earth to 
God,for vengeance againſt his brothers cruclty;ſothe yoice 
of the poore and their pictious cries,ſhal enter into the earcs 
ofthe Lord,and their guilcles bloud(which is powred forth 
in cuerie place without all compaſſion) ſhall pull downe 
hafly and ſuddaine yengeance from heauenvpon the heads 
of theſe vnmercifull cormorants , ynlefle while this time of 
mercie laſteth,they ſhewe mercy to their diltrefled neigh- 
bours, 

Thus you haue heard howe Zaccheus behaued himfelfe 
mentertaining of Chriſt : nowe you ſhall ſce the behaviour 
ofthe Phariſies in diſdaining at Chriſt,#/hen all they ſ-w it, 
they murmured, ſaying, that hee was gone in to lodge with a 
ſonfull man , Before, they hated Zaccheus for his vices, be- 
cauſche was couetous; now they enuy him for his vertues, 
becauſe he was giuen to hoſpitality, For the wicked wil al- 
wayes hane ſome thing to finde fault with in the children of 
God, like the ſonnes of Iacob,Gen.z 7,that hated their bro- 
ther Ioſeph, becauſe of his dreames: andlike Saul that vn- 
happie king , that cnuied Dauid for his happie viQtories, 
1,Sam'18,2 9. Thus the wicked when they cannot charge 
the godly withany gri crimegthey begin- ro at 
the? wel dolog ; 4 rear aan br: abs 7 


for 
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for receiving of Chriſt, but Chriſt is hated alſo for being his 
gueſt, When they could notaccuſe Chriſt for fine , they 
accuſe him for companying with ſinners; for they mult 
Qill bee accuſing ſome or other, for one thing or other, like 
their fathcrthe diuell, that both by name, Reucl, 12.10, and 
by nature, [ob.1 6.7.isa continuall accuſer ofthe brethren. 
It had beene the duetie of the Pharilies to haue receined 
Chnſt, and made much ofhim as Zaccheus did : bur they 
are ſofarre off from entertaining him cthemſclucs , that it 
oricueth them to ſee Zaccheus giue him enterrainmer. And 
ſurely, ſuchis the peruerſe nature ofthe wicked, that they 
will neither receiue the grace of G OD when it is offered 
them, nor willingly tuff any otherto imbracetheſame ; 
like the wicked lewes, Atts 1 3.50 that would neither be- 
lecuc the doctrine which Paul preached , nor coulde abide 
that the Gentiles ſhould bee brought to the faith of Chriſt, 
The high prieftes thought theſelues too high, to haue poore 
humble Chriſt awongttthem:the Scribes and the Pharifies 
intheir own conceit yvere to good,too vviſe, and too holy 
to receiue him intotheir company ; and not content to ſe- 
er andeltraunge themſelucsfrom Chriſt, they diſai- 
ned alſothat he ſhould bee conuerſant yvith Publicans and 
ſinners, as though he vverenot yyorthy to bee conucrſant a- 
monegſt men. 
fit vycre the office of Chriſt to conuert ſinners, vvhy Mat g1g 
ſhould the Pharilics be offended at him , ifhee vvere ſome- 
times conuerſant vvith ſinners to yyorke their conuerſion? 
IFChriſt vvere a Phiſition to cure the ficknefle of the ſoule, Math g.13 
that is,to ſauethe people from their finnes,vyhy ſhould the 
Pharifies murmure at him forkeeping of companic yvith 
Zacchens , that was ficke in ſoule? for as it is expedient for 
the Phiſirion to viſite his patients for their better recouerie, 
ſoit was conuenient Chriſt ſhould viſe ſinners for their 
go conuerſion. But as the Phiſition that'reſorteth to 
ick perſons, is not ſtraight wayinteRed: ſo the ſoules Phi- 
ſion that conuerſeth with finners , is not thereby polluted, 
And therefore, as Chiiſt performed his office cough th 
2 Phanhes 
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Pharifies murmured , ſolet the miniſters of God learne by 
hisexample, to performe their dueties though the wicked 

be offended. It was the office of Chriſt to call tinners tore- 
penance, yea he cameto call Pharifie finners,aſwel asPub- 

lican ſinners, ifthe Pharifies wouide haue confeſſed them- 

Luke 1 fcluestobeeſinners, asthe Publicans did, but becauſe they 
ſRoode ſo much ypon their owne righteouſnefle, anddeſpi- 

ſed others , therefore Chriſt denounceth ſo many woes a- 

Math2z gainſtthem,and preferreththe penitent Publican that tru- 
ed inthe Lords mercy, before the proud Pharifie that tru- 

AQes23.6 ſtedin his owne merites. Though Paul wasa Pharifie , and 
the ſonne ofa Phariſie , yet he ſhamethnottoconfeſſe him- 

ſelfe one of the chiefe ſinners which Chriſt came to ſaue, So 

if the Phariſies that murmured at Zaccheus would haue bin 

ſaued,they ſhould haue cofefled rhemſelues chicte ſinners, 

1Tim 1, 15 25Pauldid. They ſhould nothaue accuſed Chriſt for kee- 
ping company with ſinners ,but they ſhould haue accuſed 
themſclues for not keeping companie with Chriſt, The 

iuſt man (fayth Salomon,Prouer. 1 8.) is the firſt accuſer of 
himſelfe ; but the Pharifies are ſo farre from accuſing of 
themſelues , that they beginto accuſe Zaccheusand Chriſt 

together, Thus the Pharifies of our time,that make religion 

a cloake to cover their corrupt dealing , haue this propertie 

to thinke other men to bee hainous hnners, and themſelues 

onely to be righteous : in ſo much as they will not ſticke to 
if = like that proud people that was wont to ſay, Depart 
from me, for 1 am holter then thou:& like that preſumptuous 

phariſfie, Luk. 1 8./ thank, God I amnot as others areextortio 

ners vſurers,adulterers.driikards,cr ſuch like: I ſanttifie the 

Sabboth which other me prophane:l frequet ſerm6s, which 

they negleCt:I reverence the name of God, whichthey blal- 

pheme:I pay tithe, which others with-hold : and faſt often- 

Math 1 $7 times, which they do ſeldom,or neuer, Theſe were the ſpee- 
Luke 11. 44 ches ofthe Phariſies,that lived in the time of Chrift,vh6 he 
Luke I1.T (0 often calleth hypocrites:and theſe are the ſpeechesof the 
Nath 23.25 —_— of our age, that ſecme toliue afterthe ttraighteſt 
27 ſeofour religion, AQts.2 6. They waſh the outfide of the 


cup, 
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cup, and of the platter? that is, they iuftifie themſelues, and 
ſeeme maruailousholy in-the fight of men, which can diſcem 
by the outward appearance onely : but vnto God thar ſeeth 
and ſearcheththe lecrets ofthe hearts and reines,they appeare 
like painted tombes full of dead mens bones,and all filthines: 
that is, they haue their inward partsfull ofrauening, and all 
kind of wickednes. Wherefore, as Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, 


Except. your righteouſueſſe exteede the righteouſneſſe of the Math 5.26 


Scribes and Phariſies, you can«.0! enter into the kingdom of 
beaxen : (o | ſay vnco you, thatexcept your rightcouſneſle ex- 
ceede the righteouineſſe of theſe Pharifaicall hypocrites, ye 
cannot be ſaued. Theſe holy Pharifies did vie to call the Pub- 
licans, not vſurers,nor extorrioners ,as they theinſelues were: 
butby the generall name offinners, as though they themſelues 
were free _ linne, Thus the Papiſtes at this day doe vie to 
call che molt fincere profeſſors of the Goſpell,not Lutherans, 
Caluiniſtes, Zu nglians,or Protettants, as they were wont to 
call them - but now they earme vs heretikes, a name more 
odious than any other, whereas in the meane ſeaſon, they 
chemſclues are of all others the greateſt heretikes, Soithe A- 
theifts of our time, when they cannot accuſe the godly that 
are amongſt vs of yſurie,or briberie,or extortion,or drunken- 
neſſe, or any ſuch notorious fine, they call them hypocrites, 
which is the ſumme of all; when as in very truerh, they them. 
ſelues doe beſt deferue that name: but it makesno matter 
what they call vs, neither ar2 wee to be moued at their def- 

pitefull ſpeeches: for asthe bitter taunts of theſe murmuring 
Pharifies could not hin4er Zacchzus in his conuerfion , ſothe 

flaunders of theſe godleiie men muſt not diſcourage the fer- 

uants of God from their good profeſſion, The Phariſies did 

Zaccheus great wrong tor calling him ſinner, when hee had 

repented of his finne: and the Atheiltes at this day doe great« 
ly wrong the true profeſſors, in calling them hypocntes , 

which haue truely repented of their former fines, and ende- 
uour by all good meanes to leade a godly lite, Therefore as 
Zaccheus preferred his ſoules health before all their murmu. 
ring : ſoit bchouethyvs to looke to our foules ſaluation, not- 

L, Jo With« 
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wehſtanding all the _ and fhanders that are deui- 
ſed againſt vs, And as the Phat | Zaccheus ſin- 
ner, but could not hinder his conuerfion ; ſo the malitious 
worldlings may take away our goods, our good names, yea 


and our liues alſo, but cannot depriue ys of our faluation, 


Math.ro. Wherefore as our Sauiourſaid to his ApSſiles, Feare not them 


th.'t can kill the bodie, and then can doe no more : \ol1 ay voto 
you, Feare notthe frownes of the wicked, for they are not a- 
ble to hurt your better part: ſecke not to gaine the fauour of 
the world, torthe whole world is not able to ſaue a ſoule,bur 
feare to offend himthat is able to deftroy both bodie and 
ſoule in hell, and ſecketo pleaſe himthatis able co ſaue them 

- both in heauen for cuer, 
Now followeth another fruite of Zaccheus conuerfion; 
namely, his good confetſion ; for, as hee beleeucd with the 


Rom 10.10 heart yntorighteouſneſſe, ſo hee confeſſed with the mouth 


Ades 5 


vnto ſaluation, When Zaccheus was mocked of the Phari- 
ies, it ſeemeth that he ſhould Roope downe forſhame : bue 
when he was thus reprooued and reuiledby them, the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, that he ſtood vpin fhgne of gladneſle. Asthe Apo- 
{iles went away reioycing that they were colited worthy to 
ſufferrebuke for the name of Chriſt - ſo Zaccheus the Publi- 
can went forth reioycing, that hee was reptoched for the 
cauſe of Chriſt, Before, Zaccheus was a Publican, and there. 


Luke 645 foreſtod in finne very daungerouſ]y, like the houſe that is 


builded vponthe ſand, readie to bee overturned with cuery 
tempeſt: but now Zaccheusis become atrue Chriſtian,and 
therefore ſtands in righteoufneſſe very ſafely, like the houſe 

that is buile ypon a rocke, free from any danger of falling, 
Behold Lord, the halfe of my goods, &6. There are two 
parts ofthis confeſſion. The firlt is his gift tothe poore 2 the 
ſecondiz, the reſtitution of his yniuſt gotten goods, Before, 
Zaccheus was an oppreſlor ofthe poore, now he is a great 
benefaRorto the poore ; before, he was an encrocher vpon 
other mens goods,now heis a diſtnbuter of his owne goods: 
before, hee wasa recciuer and a taker, now heis a reſtorer 
and a giucr ; neither doth he giue ſparingly, but he mou- 
rally, 


| Ccheuswasrich inthe goods 
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_ aying vp a god foundatis againſtrhe time to come, 
Now hath Zaccheus found that pretious pearle, and forioy 7. Tim £ 
thereof, he is content,not to ſell, but to giue all that hee ha Math 13 
tocnioy the ſame. Whentherich Ruler ( in the former chap- "IE 
ter) was willed to ſell all that he had, & to giue it to the poore, , 
he went away very ſorrowfull,for he was very rich; but Zac- 
cheus , perhaps asrick as he is contentofhis owne accorde 
& ynb:dden, to beſtow halfe his goods ypon the poore, and 
that with a cheerefull mind. If Zaccheus had giuen onely the 
third part ofhis goods, nodoubr bur Chriſt would haue ac- 
cepted it, for he accepteththe widdowes farthing, becauſe it 
was giuen witha willing minde 2 butif hee had giuenall his , , 
goods to feede the poore, as the Phatilies gauetheir almes to © © ” 
be ſcene of men, yea,or his bodie to be burned, as ſome Ro- ; ©, ; ; 
mans haue done to get renowne, it ſhould have bene to no 
purpoſe, becauſe it was done to a wrong end. Now,as Zac- 

of this life, ſc was he rich in faich 
alſo; neither was it an idle or dead faith that Zaccheus had, 
but it was a faithfull & aliuely faith, afaith that worketh and Gal 
laboureth by loue, ſuch as is required at the hands of Chrj. ** ** 
ſians, Saint Iames ſaith, Show me thy faith by thy workes : and 
here Zaccheus doth ſhew his faith by his workes. Before, hee 
was exerciſed in yngodly works, which arethe fruirs of infi- 
delitie ; but now he is exerciſed inthe works of mercie, which 
are the fruices of aliuely faith. Zaccheusis very liberall in re. 
licuing the poore, buthe is liberall of that whichis his owne:; 
fo there are many now adayesthat are very liberall, bur it is 
ofthat which is none of theirs; for as Nadab & Abihu offered 
ſtrange fireyntothe Lord, ſotheſe men offer firange goods 1 euicts 
vntothe Lord, There are} ſome amongſt vs, that thinketo 
make amends for their yniuſt dealing, by giuing part of that 
to ſome good yſes, which they hauc gotten by bad meanes; 
ifthey haue gotten apound by vſurie & oppreſſion, they are 
c6tent perhapsto giue a pennic to relieue the poore, But, asit 
wasnotlawfull for the Iſraelites to bring the price or the hire 
of a harlot intothe bouſc of the Lord: ſoit isnot lawful for ys Dewt 33 


co apply the gaineof ourill gotte OR 


Pro 19.19 
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The halfe of my goods 1 gine, &c. 

Zaccheus ſaith not, 1 have gluenycs an vpbraider of God: 
or,l will giue,asadelayer,that meanesto giue away his goods 
aftcrhis death , when =. can keepe them nolonger : but hee 
faith, 7 gize,to ſignifie that his wil is his deed,and that he mea- 
neth not to take any dayes of payment for the matter. For as 
before he ranne apaceroſee Chriſt, and came downe haſtily 
toentertaine Chriſt in his owne perſon : ſo doth hee here giue 
quickly to reJieue Chriſt in his needy members . T his is Zac- 
cheus laſt wil and teſtament, that he maketh before his death, 
and ſecth the ſame prooued and performed before his cies. It 
therefore we deſire todoc any good to any of our pore bre- 
thren,let vs learne of Zaccheus todo it quickly , while we are 
aliue, for time will prevent vs, and death will preuent vs, I 
know there would bee many that would bee willing to giue 
ſome part of their goods tothe poore before their death, as 
Zaccheus did: but that chey knowe not what neede them- 
ſelues may haue thereof before they die, and therefore for the 
moſt part they will hardly forſake orleaue their goods, till 
their goods forſake and leaue them. But herein they ſhewe 
themſclues to doubt of Gods prouidence,and asit were to di- 
ftruſt of his payment, who hath promiſed to repay whatſoc- 
uer is ginen ynto the poore , as it were lent vnto himſelfe, and 
thatnot ſecretly, thogh they did their almesneuer ſo ſecretly; 
but the Lord will reward them op&ly,as our Sauior Geckedd, 
Ma. 6. The wiſe preacher,Eccl.1 1,willeth vs to caſt eur bread 
vponthe waters, that is,to be liberall tothe poore, whoſe wa- 
try eyes bewray their greatneceſſty : or, as(others expound 
it)to hazard and aduenture ſome of our goods vpon our nee- 
dy brethren, as Merchantes do aduenture their goods y 
the ſeas: for although they may ſeeme to becin greatperill 
and danger of periſhing inthe waters , yet commonly it fal- 
leth pany, a bythe bleſſing of God they returne with greater 
profit. Soalbeirthe relicfethat is beſtowed vpon our diftreſ- 
ſed neighbors may ſeeme to be loſt, yetas the wiſe man ſaith, 
aftera time we ſhall find it againe; and as the preciousoyle 


Plalm 133 deſcendedfrom Aarons beard tothe skints of his clothing, fo 


certainly 
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; certainely the oyle of mercic and chatitie which wee powre 
 intothe woundesof our diſtrefled brethren, ſhall deſcend , ,_ 


intoour owne ſoules, and as the widdowes oyle was encrea- | King 17 


ſedanthe cruſe, becauſe ſhee relceued the Logdes propher, 


fo ſhall this pretious oyle beftowed vpon the poore, be xe- 
turned ypon our heats in great meaſure, Fhus is Zaccheus 


liberall, as you ſce : for he giueth away halfe his goods, but 


; he givesit not tothe rich, that might giueco him againe,buc 


heigiues it tothe poore that cannorrequite him: toteach vs 
ypor:whomwe ſhould: beftow our almes, As God that is 
richin mercie, giuethall things viito vs that cannot requite 
him: ſotherich men of this world (if they haue any ſparke 
of mercicin them) ſhould giue vnto the poore thatcannor 


| requite them, Bur amongſt vsin every place almoſt, itisfar 


otherwiſe : for if any thing be tobe giuen, notthey that are 
{ and ſtand in greateſt neede, but they thatcan make 


elt friendes arc beſt preferred, Thus Diues is Kill inciched, ,. 5 


and Lazarusis ſtill rcieed, If weſend toa greatman, wee 


- cedan oxe for'a preſent; but if wee-ſend to a pocreman, Mas 
"-welſendacruſt for analmes.Thercfore, as Chriſt ſaid rothe 


Tewes, thafthe Niniuites [hould riſcin iudgement againſt 
them, becauſethey repenced at lonaspreaching: ſoir may 
be ſaidvnto vs,that Zaccheus ſhallriſeiniudgement againſt 
vs and condernne ys; for he _—_ mercie ypon the 
poore; but weare voydeof all compaſſion. | 
Thus you haucheard the fuft part of Zaccheus confeſ- 
ſion, wherein youlſce his liberalicie to the poore, Now you 


- ſhall heare rhelccond part of his confefſion, wherein he pro- 


- miſeth reftinzon of his muſt goods, Before, Zac- 
' cheus gausto thepoorethe halt of thatwhich was his own: 
-now he xeftorerh chuyrwhichis none of his, ro the right ow- 
-ners.-And becaufe Hohad detayned theirgoods folong, to 

their greathoſle and hinderance; therefore tie doth nor only 

reſtore tho principal, which he hadtaken from them, but 
'heatlowerh them rheir coſts/and es they had ſaftaj- 


ned. 'As toramking 6f Iſraclcauſed to bee rettored to the v,Xing 8 


'Shunamite her houſe and land, and all the fruites and pro- 
M. I, fucs 


Exod 22,1 
2.Sam 13 


. Uhar they haue ſo long detained y which is none of theirs. 


The ſinners confeſ(ion. 


firs ofche ſame,which were wrongfully kept fromher ſeuen 
yerestogether; ſo Zaccheus the cuſtomer reftorethtothole 
that hee had opprefled, their goods which hee had gotten 
from them by fraudulent dealing, withallthe fruites and 


* profiesthatmight come thereof during the time of his vn- 
naſt profe ſion. So liberall was Zacchcus tothe poore, that 


he gaue them halfe his goods : and ſolittle got Zaccheus by 
his vſuric and oppreſſion, that for cuery penie hee reftored 
foure.. If the Viurersand cxtortioners of our time would re. 
ſtore foure-folde for that they haue wro y gotren , I 
feare mee they would haye but a ſmall halfeto gtuero the 

oore & but alitticleftro helpe themſelnes. There was no 
he tocompell Zaccheus ro make ſuch reftitution.except he 
will confeſſe himſelfe ro be a theefe, becauſe he was an Viu- 
rer,and then the law of Godrequireth ſuch reſtitution, And 
ſurely Zaccheus ſeemeth after a ſort to confeſle histheft,be- 
cauſc he promif-th foure-fold reRituris, If a man had one 
a ſheepe, the law of God requireth that bee ſhould reſtore 
foure ſheepe for one: and the ancient Romanes had this 
law, that Vſwrers ſhouldforfeit foure times ſomuch as they 
rooke for viuric, If the ſame law were now to vſe againlt 
our theeuiſh Viurers, as it was ſoinctime among them, wee 
ſhould not haue ſuch complayning ofthe poore bothin pri- 
fons and ftreeres, But if theſe great theeues (I meane our 
biting Vſurers )that rob and ſpoyle without ceaſing when 
they haue no neede, might inde no more fauour,thanthole 
pettic theeues vi hich-rob and ſteale ſometime, when they 
are driven thereto by extreame neceſſitic, then ſurely the 
Common: wealth would ſoone be disburdened of that pe- 
Rilent brood of Catterpillers wherewithit is peftered. | wiſh 
them betimesto looke to their owne eſtate, and with Zac- 
cheus toforſake their damnable trade. If they haue lined he- 
therto by the gaine of viurie, letthem now lamentrheir fin, 
and callto God for mercie and forgiuenes, let them make 
reftirution of chat they haue wrongfully taken, and grieve 


For 
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For a5no ſinne is pardoned without repentance toGed, fo 
viuric s not pardoned withour repentance toGod : and as 
the finne of theft is not remoued, before reſtitution be made 
to men( ifthe pactic be able,) fo the finne of vſurie (which, 
isa- ſccrettheft)is notremireed, beforereſtitution bee made, 
to thole that are oppreſiedand ſpoyled by this ſecret thele. 
Thus you haue ſeene how Zaccheus that was once a hoor< 
der oft his goods, as our rich men are,is now a liberall diſgo- 
ſer of his goods, as I'wiſhthey were, Hee that lately was a. 
Camell laden with riches, and therfore vnaptro go thorow! 


2 needles cyc, hath now like the Camell caſt oft his rich la. Math 1s 


ding, and therefore may enter in at the narrow gate, Some 


rich men would rather haue loſt their liues, than loqgone Math y 


their goods, and for balfe that lofle would haue proued ye- 
ric penfiue. but this was the ioyfulleſt newes thateuer came, 
to Zaccheus houſe, xecterto himthanall his gold and (il- 
uer :that where as before, he was inthe (tate of damnation, 
now ſaluation is promiſcdto him and his houſe:and where- 
as before, he was the ſcruant of Sathan, now hee is become. 
the childe of Abraham. Now Zaccheus houſe is become : 
Gods houſe, and Zaccheus himſelfe is the ſonne of Abra- 
ham, and therefore nocauſe why Chriſt ſhould not reſort 


to Zaccheus houſe. As Chriſt ſaid to the penitent theefe, Luke 23 


Thu day ſhalt thoube with mein paradiſe: lohee ſayth here 
tothe penitent Publican, T his day ſaluation ts come wnto thy 
bouſe , andthis day thou art b:come the childeof Abraham, 
Chriſt loueth not to bee long in any mans debt; for as hee 
faithto Zaccheus, To 4ay 1 muſt abide at thy houſe : fo hee 
ſaith tothe lame Zaccheus, To day, and hencetorth for c- 
uer, thou and thy houſe muſt abide with me heaven. Here 
isa apple change: inficad ofa lictle wozldly txeafure, fub- . 
ie&tololſe by thecuics, anda ſpoyle by ruſt and moths, to 
haue all tore. of heauenly rreaſure, which neither theeues 


canſtegle, nor canckercancorrupt : inltead of an earthly Mart: 6 
houſe, ſubicta-fire and falling, ro haug a;houſe giuen of 
God,not made withhands,but etemall;nheauen, 2.Cor. 5. 
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verſ. 1. Who would not rather chyſe with Zaccheusto give 
halfe his goods tothe poore, that hemay be an heire of ſal. 
uation, and the fonne of Abraham'toreft in his fathers bo= 
ſorne,than with Diues to keepe all from the poore,and to be 


'rommented in thoſe erernall Aarne8? That rich glurton thar 


denied the cnumumes from his rable, challenged Abraham 


- fothis father, but he was refuſet, becauſe hee had not the 
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. may With Zacchevs bY defirouns'rofee'Ch 


"—- 


faith nor workes of Abratiarti; bi Zaccheus,though by na- 
ent he were notthe child of Abtaham,yerby grace hee is 
become theehiſtt6f Atzahiin, becauſe hee walked in the 
ſtepsofthat RaichfuillPathet, Abraham belecued before hee 
was &rcameſed foZarcheusbdecued before hee was cir- 
cumciſed, As Abraham left his&6untrey and all that he had 
when God called hit, fo Zactheus left his office and the 
moſt part of his riches. when tie was called by the ſonine of 
God': and as Abtahatn deſired rofee the day of Chriſt, and 
ſaw it andreioyces; ſo Zacehemdefired ro ſee Chriſt, and 
he'ſaw him and reioyced. Now rs Zacchewsa Gentile be- 
come the child of Abrattam, ati# yqtonly he, but his whole 
hodfe alfo is becomethe houte oF Abriham : for when Zac- 
chievs1s conuttt\, his whole Houſe 1s contierted, As the ma« 
ſteris, ſuch are the ſermants ? ifhe bee godly and religious, 
they proouc godly and religious: if hebee an Atheiſt, they 
probtie Arheiftes likewiſe, Thetefore keepe no companie 
with the wicked fri; is mbfit pernitioust but affociate thy, 
ſee with thoſe thirſt -theLotde , thitthoualſs may 
learne tofearethe Lotd : whofor hismercie praunt that we 
Af Koyfall ro re- 
ceive Chrift, Iiberall ro releeug the members of Chriſt, and 
readje ro make xmends wheri wehane wtonped any of our 
brethren; tharſo with Zaccheus wee may beheitesof falua- 
tion, and the true ſonnes of Abraham, to reigne with Chriſt 
in heauen fortueq, by the meanes and merites ofhim, 
that dyed _ agincfrn ys Towhom with . 
**, "teFaheran hebghy hoſts * 


